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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 692 Seif 3:

Even if one discharged his obligation he may repeat
the beracha on behalf of another person so that he
can fulfill the mitzvah.

<+ He may certainly read the megilla for them even
though he fulfilled his obligation. (M.B. 10)

< One should read for women after davening since it
is a mitzvah to fulfill the mitzvah with the reading
for the fzibbur but if he reads for women before-
hand and has in mind not to fulfill his obligation he
may then discharge his obligation with the reading
in the bais haknesses. When reciting the beracha
for women he should say n5m ynwb since there are
authorities who maintain that a woman is obligated
to hear the megilla rather than read it. (M.B. 11)

Siman 692 Seif 4:

Someone who due to circumstances beyond his control
will not be able to go to the bais haknesses and will
have to wait until after the fzibbur reads the megilla
and will find it difficult to remain fasting for a lengthy
period of time may listen to the megilla read while it is
yet day, after plag hamincha. It is prohibited to eat be-
fore megilla reading, even if fasting is difficult.

<+ Magen Avrohom asserts that snacking before read-
ing the megilla is permitted and thus it is preferred
to snack rather than read the megilla from plag
hamincha. Others maintain that snacking is only
permitted for those who are ill for whom fasting is
difficult. Snacking is up to an egg’s volume of
bread or a beverage equal to the volume of an
egg. According to some it is not even clear that one
fulfills his obligation if he read during the period of
bein hashemashos unless there is a strong and
pressing need. (M.B. 14)

< One may not sleep before reading the megilla
even if he wants to sleep for only a short period of
time. During the day it is also prohibited to eat be-
fore megilla reading. (M.B. 15)

% If one’s health would be compromised and could
become ill from fasting and having a snack will not
suffice for his needs, he may eat more but should
have a friend remind him to read the megilla after
eating. (M.B. 16)

Eating before megilla reading

Shulchan Aruch Siman 692 Seif 4
T2 Y9 NrIYNa AYY Yy Yy

And it is difficult to remain fasting for such a long peri-
od of time

Shulchan Aruch (1 'yo) writes that one who, due to
circumstances beyond his control, will not be able to
come to the bais haknesses to hear the megilla and
thus will have to wait to hear the megilla after it was
read for the #zibbur and for whom fasting would be
difficult, he may hear the megilla ofter plag hamin-
cha. Rema adds that even though fasting may prove
difficult, one may not be lenient and eat before read-
ing or hearing the megillo read. Mishnah Berurah
(»v pro) points out that this Aalacha is not only true
at night, but even during the day it is prohibited for
one to eat before hearing the megillo and this is simi-
lar to the mitzvos of shofar and /ulav that it is prohib-
ited to eat before fulfilling those mitzvos even if one
davened.

Mishnah Berurah (70 p70) adds that if fasting will
prove harmful and one could become sick as a result
of fasting for too long and eating a snack will not
prove sufficient, it would seem that it is permitted to
eat but he should have a friend remind him to read
the megilla. The implication is that a healthy person
may not eat before hearing the megilla even if he has
a friend remind him to read the megil/lo. Rav Nissim
Karelitz (0o my o>9 1) writes that even if one has to
wait until midday to obtain a megilla, he may not
eat. However, Mishnah Berurah (7po 2m9n »o)
elsewhere wrote that if one is waiting for someone to
bring a /ulov to use for the mitzvah, according to
Chasam Sofer one may be lenient and eat before-
hand since the one who will bring the /ulav will re-
mind him to fulfill the mitzvah. Mishnah Berurah
writes that who is weak may certainly rely upon
Chasam Sofer’s position and Rav Chaim Kanievski
(x"pO DX 1YINN NN) rules that one who is weak and is
waiting for someone to bring a megilla may rely on
this opinion and eat before hearing the megilla read.




