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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 690 Seif 15:

One must read the names of Haman’s ten sons as well as
the word nvwy in a single breath to indicate that they all
died and were hung at once. This is required /’chatchilo but
b’dieved it one interrupted he discharged his obligation.
L’chatchila, one should read in a single breath from the
words NIVY ..WIN MIRD WNN.

o,

< Between pesukim one should pause for a breath. When
reading the words xnn n9Y2 one should raise his voice
and when reading the words nxwn nunn he should
shake the megilla. Chaye Adam did not approve of the
practice of the fzibbur reading to themselves the names
of the ten sons of Haman and it should be read only by
the ba’al koreh. (M.B. 52)

< If one will not be able to read all of this in one breath

he should begin with xnTwIa NNy since according to the

Gemara that is required and the remainder is just cus-

tomary. (M.B. 54)

Siman 690 Seif 16:

One must say, 9OX N3192 WA AN 53790 Ta 1IN MIN
HNIYY Y5 0992 8799y Y5 ©9199N and one must also declare
2309 9991 NN ON.

Siman 690 Seif 17:

The custom in klal Yisroel is for the reader to unfold the
megilla before reading so that it appears like a letter
and upon completion he rolls it up and then recites the
beracha. Some write that the custom is to read the four
pesukim of redemption out loud, which are »>7m P71 WN
TP YITIN 4D NN NN MY N8 and this is also the
custom in these countries and then the shaliach tzibbur re-
peats them. It is also written that it is customary for children
to draw Haman on wood and stones or to write on them
Haman’s name and to strike them against each other in
order to blot out his name in accordance with the pasuk
Pony 79% NN NN NN and ap oyw owy. This led to the
custom to strike Haman when reading the megillo in the
bais haknesses and one should not abolish any custom or
mock it since they were not instituted without reason.

< Individuals following in a megilla are not required to
unfold their megilla. (M.B. 55)

< The megilla should not hang onto the floor or even in
the air. It should be unfolded before he begins to recite
the beracha. (M.B. 56)

< It is not respectful for the megilla to remain unfolded.

(M.B. 57)

< Reading these pesukim out loud is an expression of

Reading the names of Haman in a single
breath

Shulchan Aruch Siman 690 Seif 15
PNN NNIWIA Y9N0 HIYY 39 22 VY MY 798
One must read the names of Haman'’s ten sons as well as
the word n9wyin a single breath

Shulchan Aruch (v 'yo) writes that one must read the names
of the ten sons of Haman as well as the word mwy in a
single breath. The reason is to indicate that they all died and
were hung at the same time. Ben Ish Chai (v mx mixn nvn9)
cautions that when reading the names in a single breath to
make sure to read the word nxy inside since in an effort to
rush to be able to read the words in a single breath people
have the tendency to read it by heart. Mishnah Berurah
(2 pro) writes in the name of Chaye Adam that the custom
in some places for the fzibburto read out loud the names of
Haman's sons is not proper and the words should only be
read by the ba’al koreh. Aruch HaShulchan (> ryo) clarifies
that the rationale behind the custom is that the death of
Haman’s ten sons represents the primary salvation.

Tzafnas Pane’ach (113 my »n pwya 5nb monwn) explains
that the custom is based on the practice to read the names
in a single breath and although the principle of nyys yow
allows one to fulfill his obligation to read the megilla by lis-
tening to another’s reading, the principle cannot be utilized
to fulfill the requirement to read the names in a single
breath and thus each person must read the names by him-
self. Chazon Ish (x’po 879N »O DTYIHN NIN) Maintains that
the principle of nnys ymw does work even for the obligation
to read the names in a single breath and that would be the
rationale behind Chaye Adam’s position. Rav Moshe Shtern-
buch (nw »o 27n MM Mawn nMv) suggests that the
custom originated out of concern that in an effort to read
the names in a single breath the listeners will not hear every
word. In order to assure that no one misses a word everyone
reads the names to himself, even if read from a chumash, to
assure fulfillment of the mitzvah.

happiness. (M.B. 58)

% Maharil did not strike Haman and Pri Megadim writes
that the loss (the noise) outweighs the benefit (blotting
out his name). (M.B. 59)

% Since many things can go wrong when making noise Pri
Megadim advised following with a chumash so that he
can read from the chumash each word he doesn’t hear

from the shaliach tzibbur. (M.B. 60)




