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Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Yehoshua Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Yehoshua Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Yehoshua Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Yehoshua 
ben Nun, even if they do not presently have a wall read ben Nun, even if they do not presently have a wall read ben Nun, even if they do not presently have a wall read ben Nun, even if they do not presently have a wall read 
the megilla on the 15th, even if they are outside of Eretz the megilla on the 15th, even if they are outside of Eretz the megilla on the 15th, even if they are outside of Eretz the megilla on the 15th, even if they are outside of Eretz 
Yisroel and even if there are not ten batlanimYisroel and even if there are not ten batlanimYisroel and even if there are not ten batlanimYisroel and even if there are not ten batlanim (meaning 
they are free from work and are involved in communal 
needs). This applies if the wall was constructed and then 
the city was inhabited or if the city was settled with the 
intent to surround it with a wall as opposed to where it 
was initially settled without the intent to surround it (It is 
normally assumed that the wall was constructed and then 
it was settled). 
 

 In the time of Mordechai the city of Shushan also 
fought on the 14th and they rested on the 15th. Since 
that year they celebrated on two days it was decided 
that there would always be two days of celebration. 
They should have enacted that any walled city from 
the time of Achashverosh would read on the 15th but 
since Eretz Yisroel was in a state of ruin at that time 
that would mean that cities outside of Eretz Yisroel 
would be more important than cities inside of Eretz 
Yisroel, therefore to give honor to Eretz Yisroel they 
enacted that any city that was walled from the time of 
Yehoshua will read on the 15th. The one exception is 
Shushan where they read on the 15th since the mira-
cle occurred there. (M.B. 1) 

 Some Rishonim maintain that if the walled city does 
not have ten batlanim they read on the 14th and Yad 
Ephraim asserts that they should be concerned with 
this position. (M.B. 2) 

 Meaning in the bais haknesses. Rashi explains that 
they always rise early and stay late in the bais 
haknesses to daven. (M.B. 3) 

 It is assumed that it was settled with the intent to con-
struct a wall since most cities are surrounded by a 
wall. (M.B. 4) 
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Villages that are seen with this city, even if they are not Villages that are seen with this city, even if they are not Villages that are seen with this city, even if they are not Villages that are seen with this city, even if they are not 
close in proximity, for example if they are on a mountain, close in proximity, for example if they are on a mountain, close in proximity, for example if they are on a mountain, close in proximity, for example if they are on a mountain, 
or if they are close in proximity even though they are not or if they are close in proximity even though they are not or if they are close in proximity even though they are not or if they are close in proximity even though they are not 
seen with the city, for example, if it is in a valley, as long seen with the city, for example, if it is in a valley, as long seen with the city, for example, if it is in a valley, as long seen with the city, for example, if it is in a valley, as long 
as it is not more than a mil from the walledas it is not more than a mil from the walledas it is not more than a mil from the walledas it is not more than a mil from the walled----city. In Shu-city. In Shu-city. In Shu-city. In Shu-
shan they read on the 15th even though it did not have a shan they read on the 15th even though it did not have a shan they read on the 15th even though it did not have a shan they read on the 15th even though it did not have a 
wall during the time of Yehoshua ben Nun since the mir-wall during the time of Yehoshua ben Nun since the mir-wall during the time of Yehoshua ben Nun since the mir-wall during the time of Yehoshua ben Nun since the mir-
aaaacccclllleeee        ooooccccccccuuuurrrrrrrreeeedddd    tttthhhheeeerrrreeee....    
    

 The same is true if it is a city. (M.B. 5) 
 This refers to the case just mentioned, i.e. where the 

village is close in proximity but when a village is seen 
with the walled city even if it is more than a mil away it 
reads on the 15th. Some maintain that when it ap-
pears with the city it must also not be more than a mil 
away. (M.B. 6) 
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Shulchan Aruch Siman 688 Seif 2 
 וכן כבפרי הראים עמהם

And also villages that are seen with themAnd also villages that are seen with themAnd also villages that are seen with themAnd also villages that are seen with them    
 

Shulchan Aruch ב‘ (סע(‘  rules that even villages or non-
walled cities ה)“ב סק“(מ  that are seen with a walled city 
read on the 15th even though it is not close in proximity. 
An example of this is a village that is on a mountain near 
a walled city. Similarly, if a village is close in proximity to 
a walled city they read on the 15th even though they are 
not seen with the walled city. An example of this is a vil-
lage that rests in a valley close to a walled city. Shulchan 
Aruch then adds that the village may not be more than a 
mil from the walled city. Mishnah Berurah ו)“(סק  records a 
dispute whether this qualification also applies to the vil-
lage that is seen with the walled city. 
 

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ח‘ כ סע“ב פ“(הליכות שלמה ח(‘  
ruled that any neighborhood that is associated with a 
walled city in terms of taxes and municipal services are 
considered part of the walled city and read on the 15th. 
This ruling could be traced to Ritva who writes that the 
qualification that the village must be within a mil of the 
walled city is limited to a village that is close in proximity 
but is not seen with the walled city. However, when it 
comes to a village that is seen with the walled city and 
joins them for all matters, it is considered part of the city 
even if geographically they are a great distance from the 
city. For this reason Rav Auerbach ruled that the neigh-
borhood of Ramot should read on the 15th even though 
many years ago there was uninhabited space between 
Ramot and the rest of Yerushalayim. This is in contrast to 
Dayan Weiss and Rav Yosef Sholom Elyashiv who ruled 
that the residents of Ramot should read on the 14th. 
However, since the area in between also became inhabit-
ed, even Rav Elyashiv agreed that they are now all part of 
Yerushalayim and should read on the 15th  
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