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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 672 Seif 1:

The Chanukah lights are not kindled before the sun sets; ra-
ther it is at the end of sunset, it should not be earlier or later.
There is an opinion that maintains that if a person is occu-
pied he may kindle the lights from plag hamincha and on-
wards as long as one places enough oil that the light will
burn until foot traffic in the market place is over.
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< The “end of sunset” refers to the appearance of stars.
Many Rishonim disagree with Shulchan Aruch and con-
tend that the correct time to kindle lights is a quarter hour
before the emergence of stars. Biur Halacha explains that
those who daven ma’ariv at the time of the emergence of
stars should kindle first and daven afterwards but they
must add enough oil that could burn until half an hour
after the emergence of stars. If he did not kindle at that
time and the time of the emergence of stars arrives he
should daven first. (M.B. 1)

< Even those who kindle the lights after ma’ariv, the prepa-
rations for kindling should be completed before daven-
ing. (M.B. 1)

% Plag hamincha is an hour and a quarter before the emer-
gence of stars. (M.B. 3)

< If one did not add sufficient oil when kindling after plag

hamincha and the lights go out before the correct time he

should add more oil and kindle the lights again but with-

out a beracha. (M.B. 4)

Stories to Share

Occupied with a Mitzvah
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On today’s amud we learn that there is a specific time
when one should light his Chanukah candles—not before or
after. Although there is an opinion that one may light earli-
er—and the halachah follows this opinion—it is sometimes
impossible to actually light at any halachic time.

This often comes up in the life of physicians. Very often
they work long shifts and are unable to leave for home in the
middle of their shift. One doctor had to work from early in
the afternoon until after dawn the next day. He wondered
whether he was required to find a way to light the menorah.
How could he miss this important mitzvah? Surely there was
no halachic basis for not lighting. But his supervisor was very
unsympathetic toward religious observance and would surely
ignore any attempt to switch shifts on this basis. He wondered
what he should do and whether there was a halachically
sound way to fulfill the mitzvah even though he could not be
home.

Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, ztl, ruled as follows. “A doc-

Lighting after plag hamincha

Shulchan Aruch Siman 672 Seif 1
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One may kindle the lights as early as plag hamincha

Shulchan Aruch (x 'yo) rules that one should not kindle the
Chanukah lights before shekiah; rather one should kindle the
lights at the end of shekiah. Mishnah Berurah (x7p0) explains
that when Shulchan Aruch refers to the end of shekiah he re-
fers to tzeis hakochavim — the emergence of stars. That is the
time that people are in the streets and thus the miracle will be
publicized. He then notes that according to many Rishonim
the intent of the Gemara is that one should kindle the lights
at the beginning of the second shekiah which is about a
quarter of an hour before tzeis hakochavim. Poskim write that
if one kindles the lights within half an hour of sunset
(shekiah according to Gaonim) and they remain lit until half
an hour after tzeis hakochavim one fulfills both opinions
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Shulchan Aruch writes that one who is busy may light as early
as plag hamincha which Mishnah Berurah (37po) defines as

an hour and a quarter before tzeis hakochavim
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(W 7792 KXY Yax P9 Mot In the event that one has two
options; he could either kindle the lights personally after plag
hamincha or he could appoint an agent to kindle the lights
on his behalf at the ideal time, Teshuvas Shevet Halevi
(»o »o 7n) rules that it is preferable to have the agent kindle
the lights on his behalf at the proper time. His reasoning is
that all opinions agree that one fulfills the mitzvah if he has
an agent light on his behalf at the correct time but not all
opinions agree that one fulfills the mitzvah if he kindles the
lights after plag hamincha.

tor who treats patients when the time to light the menorah
arrives should first finish his shift, and then go home and
light. In the case of a doctor who works a long shift in the
hospital which encompasses the entire time that it is possible
for him to light the menorah... Since he cannot go home in
the middle because he is busy working the entire time, he is
absolved from the mitzvah. This falls under the category of
one who is involved in a mitzvah who is discharged from oth-
er mitzvos during this time.

Rav Elyashiv added an essential point. “This is only true
regarding one who lives alone. If the doctor has family he
should instruct them to light when the time comes and he is
discharged even if he comes home while it is still possible to
light. And even if he lives alone he is obligated to designate a

messenger to light for him when the time comes.”
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