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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 648 Seif 1:

A dry esrog is invalid and it is considered dry when it does
not produce moisture and this can be checked by passing a
needle with a thread through the esrog. If there is moisture
it will be seen on the thread. (An esrog from the previous
year is certainly dry and invalid.)

< It is not considered hadar. If the esrog is shriveled [not
fully moist but not dry], even if entirely so, it is valid since
it retains some moisture. (M.B. 2)
< According to Magen Avrohom one inserts the wide end of
the needle which contains the eye and by doing so the
thread will also be inserted into the esrog and one will be
able to determine whether there is moisture in the esrog
without pushing the needle from one end to the other.
Another method is to insert the needle into the esrog
along its length (from the stem towards the p/fum) so that
it does not have to penetrate the seed region. (M.B. 3)

Siman 648 Seif 2:

An esrog that has a hole that runs through it is invalid re-
gardless of the size of the hole. If it does not run through
the esrog but is the size of an /surit is invalid. If there is any
deficiency in the esrog it is invalid. Some maintain that even
when the hole runs through the esrog it must also be defi-
cient in order to be invalid and when the hole does not run
from one end to the other it must be deficient the size of an
isurto be invalid. The custom is to rule an esrog valid when
the hole was made while on the tree by thorns even if, as a
result, it is deficient since that is the way that it grows. How-
ever, if one sees that the skin and flesh are not intact inside
of the hole the esrog is invalid according to the first opinion
even though the hole does not run through the esrog. In a
pressing circumstance one may be lenient in accordance
with the first opinion and rule that it is valid provided that
the hole is not the size of an /sur nor does it run through the
esrog.

% If the hole is square or long we calculate whether it
would be the size of an /surif it were round. (M.B. 7)

< Ma’amar Mordechai agrees that on the second day of Yom
Tov one may recite the beracha if the hole does not run
through the esrog and is not the size of an /isur. (M.B. 8)

< If the esrog is not deficient it is valid. If it is deficient and
runs through the esrog it is invalid regardless of the size
of the hole but if it does not run through the esrog it is
not invalid unless it is the size of an /sur and we are strin-
gent unless it is a pressing circumstance. (M.B. 9)

< Sometimes it appears as though there is a hole but skin

and flesh formed over it and in such a case it is valid.

Frozen esrog

Rema Siman 648 Seif 1
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An esrog from last year

Shulchan Aruch (N 'yo) rules that a dry esrog is invalid for
use for the mitzvah. It is considered dry when it no longer
has measurable moisture inside and this could be deter-
mined by inserting a needle with a thread into the esrog and
then examining the thread for moisture. The reason it is in-
valid is that a dry esrog is not hadar (37po 27n). Rema then
adds that if one has an esrog from the previous year it is
certainly dry and invalid for use. Sha’ar HaTziyun (n7po)
cites authorities who contend that if something is left unsu-
pervised it will certainly be dry within a year. However, if
something has proper supervision to retain its moisture, for
example, it is immersed in a liquid, it could remain moist for
an extended period of time, even beyond a year. He then
relates that he personally saw an esrog that had been
picked more than a year ago and had been properly super-
vised and protected from the air and upon examination con-
firmed that it retained a significant amount of moisture and
under such conditions it may be used for the mitzvah even
though it is more than a year old.

Poskim debate whether one may use an esrog that was kept
in a freezer for an entire year for even though when it is re-
moved from the freezer it appears fresh, it deteriorates in a
short period of time afterwards. Rav Moshe Feinstein
(9P *0 XN NN NMN) notes that many fruits become ruined
when they are frozen and perhaps the reason the esrog de-
teriorates so quickly is indicative of the fact that the inside
the esrog became ruined as a result of being frozen. He
says that to determine the Aalacha definitively one would
have to experiment with many esrogim to study what hap-
pens when they defrost. Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv and Rav
Shmuel Halevi Wosner (x> mx 175 >o v 00 1 nn)
contend that the reason the esrog deteriorates so quickly is
due to the extreme temperature change. Since there is noth-
ing inherently wrong with the esrog when it is removed from
the freezer, it remains fit for use as long as it has not yet de-
teriorated.

However, if there is no such formation but it is open and
the esrog is deficient, even though the hole was made by
a thorn it is invalid. (M.B. 10)

< If it is uncertain whether the flesh is intact one may be
lenient and this is true even when the uncertainty relates
to whether the hole reaches the seed region. (M.B. 11)

< One may even recite the beracha. (M.B. 12)




