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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 643 Seif 2:

According to Rambam one recites kiddush while stand-
ing, recites the beracha on the sukkah, sits down and
then recites shehechiyanu. (Our custom in accordance
with Rosh is to recite kiddush while sitting rather than
while standing.)

< According to Rambam sitting represents the beginning
of the mitzvah and one should recite the beracha be-
fore performing the mitzvah and one should follow
this procedure throughout Sukkos. (M.B. 4)
< Shulchan Aruch is emphasizing that one does not re-
cite she'hechiyanu before sitting. One should recite
the beracha on the sukkah out loud and with a tune
as one does for the rest of kiddush and the same
should be done for all berachos since it increases
one’s concentration. (M.B. 5)

Siman 643 Seif 3:

The rest of Sukkos one recites the beracha on the sukkah
before hamotzi. The custom, however, is to recite the
beracha on the sukkah after hamotzi before eating the
bread. This is the custom during the week but on Shab-
bos and Yom Tov when one recites kiddush it should be
recited after kiddush. If one recited kiddush in one's
house but will eat in the sukkah or vice versa, see above

siman 273:2.

< On days when kiddush is not recited Shulchan Aruch
maintains that one recites the beracha on the sukkah
before hamotzi since one was obligated to recite the
beracha as soon as he entered the sukkah and the
beracha should be recited as close to sitting as possi-
ble but this is not the common custom as he explains.
(M.B. 6)

< The beracha is not an interruption between hamotzi
and eating since it is necessary for the meal. (M.B. 7)

% If one recites kiddush on bread he recites hamotzi,
kiddush, the beracha on sukkah and she’hechiyanu.
(M.B. 8)

< There is a disagreement concerning procedure on
Shabbos or Yom Tov mornings whether one recites the
beracha on the sukkah before or after drinking the
wine and either procedure is acceptable. If one will eat
only mezonos rather than the seudah Sha’arei Teshu-
va asserts that all authorities would agree that one re-
cites the beracha on the sukkah before drinking the
wine. (M.B. 9)

When to recite the beracha on the suk-

kah

Shulchan Aruch Siman 643 Seif 3
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On other days one recites the beracha on the sukkah before
hamotzi

Shulchan Aruch (3 'yo) writes that other than the first night
of Sukkos when one recites kiddush, the correct proce-
dure when eating in the sukkah is to recite the beracha
on the sukkah before reciting the beracha on hamotzi.
He then adds that the custom is to recite the beracha on
the sukkah after hamotzi before one eats the bread. The
rationale to recite the beracha before hamotzi is that one
is obligated to recite the beracha on the sukkah immedi-
ately upon entering the sukkah before one even begins
the meal. The rationale behind the common custom is
that since we maintain that eating the meal is the primary
time to recite the beracha on the sukkah, we want to
begin the meal with the recitation of hamotzi and then
recite the beracha on the sukkah. The recitation of the
beracha between hamotzi and eating is not considered
an inferruption since it is necessary for the meal
(1"po 27).

Rema adds that this procedure is followed during the
week, but on Shabbos and Yom Tov when we recite
kiddush we recite the beracha after kiddush. In other
words when kiddush is recited one recites the beracha on
the sukkah as part of kiddush but during the week where
one only recites hamotzi the beracha on the sukkah is re-
cited after hamotzi. Mishnah Berurah (v7po) cites two
opinions regarding the correct procedure when reciting
kiddush during the daytime meal on Shabbos and Yom
Tov. According to some authorities, since kiddush does
not involve any more than y@n "9 N3, one should not
recite the beracha on the sukkah before drinking the
wine since there is not even an obligation to sit in the suk-
kah to drink a cup of wine. Instead it should be recited
after hamotzi. Others disagree and contend that since
kiddush must be recited before the meal it should be recit-
ed as part of kiddush. He concludes that both approaches
are valid. It is reported that Rav Moshe Feinstein
(7 PO Yy Nwn Ny NwnT ’NnynY) and Rav Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv (770 mx w29 »'n vwn »wN) recited the beracha on
the sukkah as part of kiddush before drinking the wine.




