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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 641 Seif 1:

One who builds a sukkah whether for himself or
for others, does not recite she’hechiyanu when it is
constructed. It would be appropriate for one to re-
cite the beracha when he constructs a sukkah for
himself but we rely on the she’hechiyanu that we
recite with a cup of wine during kiddush. If one
did not eat in the sukkah the first night, even
though he recited she’hechiyanu in his home,
when he eats in the sukkah he must recite the
beracha on the sukkah. If one did recite the
beracha when he constructed his sukkah it is suffi-
cient.

+ The same is true if it was already built and he
added something, for example if it only had
two walls and he completed the sukkah or if he
added something to the s’chach. (M.B. 3)

Siman 642 Seif 1:

If the 1st day of Sukkos coincides with Shabbos in
ma’ariv we recite yaw pyn n3932 and it concludes
with a reference only to Shabbos.

Siman 643 Seif 1:

The order of kiddush is the beracha on wine, the
sukkah and then she’hechiyanu since she’hechi-

yanu goes back on the day as well as the mitzvah
of sukkah.

« If one did not recite she’hechiyanu at night it
could be recited all seven days even without a
cup of wine since she'hechiyanu could be recit-
ed even in the market. (M.B. 2)

<+ B'dieved, if one recited the beracha of
she’hechiyanu and then the beracha on the
sukkah he does not have to repeat she'hechi-

yanu. (M.B. 3)

Constructing one’s sukkah

Shulchan Aruch Siman 641 Seif 1
NIYY YY 7930 1N

One does not recite the beracha on its construction

Shulchan Aruch rules that one who constructs a suk-
kah does not recite a beracha on the construction of
the sukkah. This ruling is based on a statement in
Masseches Menachos (:27n) as opposed to the
Yerushalmi (7n 79 m513) that rules that one does
recite a beracha when making a mitzvah object,
e.g. sukkah, tzitzis, tefillin, etc. Mishnah Berurah
(x'po) explains that we do not recite the beracha
upon the construction of a sukkah since it is not the
completion of the mitzvah. This implies that there is
a mitzvah, however, in the construction of a sukkah.
This seems to be Rema’s position when he explains
that one should begin the construction of his sukkah
immediately after Yom Kippur since 715 nxan msn
m¥nnn  Sn—when a mitzvah presents itself one
should not delay. Biur Halacha n71 '~ 7yo y7379n »0)
(1>%ax writes that according to Yerushalmi that there
is a specific mitzvah to construct a sukkah, one
should not purchase a prebuilt sukkah since that de-
nies one the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvah.

Other authorities disagree and maintain that accord-
ing to the Bavli there is not a mitzvah to construct a
sukkah and it is no more than a preparatory stage
necessary to fulfill the mitzvah but does not fulfill the
mitzvah in any way n7e N7y PO )0 T 07NN 1Y)
(3 TN 1 "D "N N PR Some authorities contend
that even according to the position that there is no
mitzvah to construct a sukkah there is nevertheless
reason for one to be involved in the construction of
his sukkah. Being that the Torah itself addresses this
aspect of constructing a sukkah when it writes, an”
P7APMY TP TOONA TO Nwyn Mon, it indicates that
there is an importance to being involved in the con-
struction of one’s sukkah the same way there is spe-
cial importance to being involved in Shabbos prepa-
rations as a result of the fact that the Torah writes,
MNYD AUN NN PINY (R I V7OP KNDIRY NORY Pryn).




