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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 548 Seif 6:

Even though one does not mourn during the moed, if
someone loses a relative, people should comfort him.
After the moed when seven days since the deceased
passed, even though the aveilus has not finished, the
mourner’'s work may be performed by others in their
homes and his slaves may do work privately in his
home. It is not necessary to comfort the mourner after
the moed for the number of days they comforted him
during the moed.
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< This is permitted even for work that if not done will
not cause a loss. Levush maintains that if he will suf-
fer a loss, even the mourner himself may perform
the work. (M.B. 22)

% Generally this is allowed only for a contractor who
was hired before the moed but in this case it is per-
mitted even during his aveilus. (M.B. 23)

< The business partner of one whose relative passed
during the moed may not open his store for three
days but some authorities permit the partner to open
their store immediately after the moed when the de-
ceased passed away the first day of cho/ hamoed .
(M.B. 24)

< We also do not comfort the mourner before 13720n

the Shabbos after the moed as is normally done if it

has been seven days since the deceased passed.

(M.B. 25)
Siman 548 Seif 7:

If the deceased passed before the moed and they
mourned for even an hour, the obligation to observe the
remainder of shiva is cancelled and the days of Yom
Tov count towards shloshim. This means he is credited
with seven days of mourning, plus the number of days
of the moed and his obligation is to complete the re-
mainder of shloshim. This is true if he observed some
mourning practice, but if he forgot, intentionally did not
observe or it was so close to dark that he did not have
time to mourn before the moed, the moed does not
cancel shiva and he must follow the Aalacha of one who
buried a relative during the moed.
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< Meaning, he observed for a short period of time. It
is not necessary for him to remove his shoes; per-
forming any mourning practice will suffice. (M.B. 26)
< Since he observes shloshim during the moed, he may

Comforting a mourner during and

after the moed

Rema Siman 548 Seif 6
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We are involved in comforting him

Shulchan Aruch (1 'yo) writes that although one does not
observe aveilus during the moed, nevertheless, people
should visit the mourner to comfort him. Furthermore,
the number of days that people came to comfort the
mourner during the moed is deducted from the number
of days that they will comfort him upon the conclusion of
the moed. For example, if people comforted the mourn-
er for five days during the moed, they only comfort him
for two days after the moed even though his shiva will
extend beyond those two days. Mishnah Berurah 7o)
(075> notes another practical application of the fact that
the days that the mourner was comforted during the
moed are deducted from the days that people will com-
fort him after the moed. In the example above, if Shab-
bos occurs within the days that he observes shiva but be-
yond the days that people would come to comfort him,
they would not comfort him in the bais haknesses before
1972 as is normally done. Since he is beyond the seven
days of comfort, they would not publicly offer him com-
fort at that time, even though he is still in sAva.

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 'yn n7oa nnabns naw nnw)
(n7op writes that nowadays the custom is that following
the moed we comfort the mourner for all of the days that
the mourner observes shiva. He wonders whether the cur-
rent practice is an ancient custom or not. He also notes
that the Chavos Yair (y2 ©»n Mpn) criticizes the practice
of comforting the mourner for the entire time he sits sAiva
following the moed and do not subtract the number of
days people comforted the mourner during the moed.
Some justify the current practice based on the fact that
nowadays people do not comfort mourners over the
course of the moed. Accordingly, since there were no
comforting days used up during the moed, they all re-
main for after the moed ('n MmN M2 IWN >POY).

not wear freshly laundered/pressed clothing. (M.B.
27)

< He begins shiva after the moed and the days of the
moed count towards shloshim. (M.B. 28)




