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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 498 Seif 16:

If one brought a large amount of dirt into his home for his
garden and it is piled in one areq, it is permitted to use that
dirt to cover the blood since as long as it is piled up one’s in-
tent is to use it for all of his needs. If, however, he only brought
in a boxful of dirt for his garden it may not be used because
such a small amount becomes nullified to the ground.

®,

< According to some Poskim it is only if one brings in small
amount of dirt to his garden does it become nullified to
the garden but if he brought in a boxful of dirt to his
yard or house and designated for it a space it would not
be nullified. (M.B. 81)

< One may slaughter even |'chatchila relying on this dirt but
the dirt must be soft enough that when some is removed it
will not leave behind a hole in the pile. (M.B. 83)

% The wording implies that one could use it for any need.

Some Poskim write that it may only be used for a cover-

ing the blood which is a mitzvah but not for other needs

and even for covering the blood it may be used only

b’dieved but one should not slaughter I'chatchila with the

intent to use this dirt since it was not designated for this

purpose. (M.B. 84)

Siman 498 Seif 17:

A person who brings a box of dirt into his home without des-
ignation may use it for all of his needs (See above siman
308:38) and it is not automatically nullified to the ground.
This assumes, however, that he designated for it a spot and
since he did not spread it around it is evident that his intent
is to use it as it is needed. If the dirt is soft it may be used to
cover the blood.

*.

< One brought it into one’s home before Yom Tov and
poured it on the ground. (M.B. 85)

< This applies when one brought in the dirt without desig-
nating it for a specific purpose so we assume that his
intent was to use it for any of his needs but if he brought
it into the house for a specific purpose, e.g. to cover the
blood of a slaughtered bird, it may not be used to cover
excrement but there are authorities who are lenient
about this matter. (M.B. 87)

< One must take the dirt carefully so that he does not cre-
ate a hole as he takes the dirt. (M.B. 89)

< If he spread the dirt out over the ground it becomes nulli-
fied to the ground even if he brought it into his house for
a specific purpose. (M.B. 90)

< If he did not yet slaughter the dirt must be soft enough

that when he takes some it will not leave behind a hole.

Alternatively, he can take dirt evenly off the top of the

pile but if he does not intend to do so it is prohibited

Preparing dirt to fulfill the mitzvah of covering

blood

Shulchan Aruch Siman 498 Seif 16
080U 119 925 1YY INYT MaY NIAY It Dov

As long as it is piled up his intent is to use it for all his needs

Shulchan Aruch 70 'yo) addresses the circumstance of one
who brings in a pile of dirt into his home and would like to
use some of that dirt to fulfill the mitzvah of covering the
blood of a slaughtered undomesticated animal or bird. He
rules that if one brought in a large quantity of dirt for use in
one’s garden but had not yet spread it out in his garden so
it remains in a pile he may use that dirt to cover the blood.
The rationale is that as long as the blood remains in a pile
the homeowner’s intent is to use the dirt for any of his
needs. Mishnah Berurah (s pro) explains that one may
slaughter the animal or bird even I'chatchila with the intent
to use this dirt to cover the blood.

Shulchan Aruch adds that dirt that was piled up in one's
home may be used for all of one’s needs (7h0%w N H3Y).
Mishnah Berurah (179 7o) infers from this that the dirt may
be used for any need. He then notes that there are some
Poskim who maintain that in this circumstance the dirt may
only be used to fulfill the mitzvah of covering the blood but
may not be used for other purposes. Furthermore, even with
regards to the allowance to use the dirt to fulfill the mitzvah
of covering the blood it is permitted only b’dieved but one
should not slaughter an animal I'chatchila with the intent to
use this dirt to cover the blood. The rationale behind this
position is that the dirt was initially brought into the house
with the intent to use it for one’s garden. Mishnah Berurah
concludes that one should be stringent in accordance with
this opinion. Kaf HaChaim (N'np p70) adds that if one
stipulated that he should be able to use the dirt for all of his
needs he may slaughter even I'chatchila with the intent to
use the dirt to cover the blood. In the event that he did not
stipulate explicitly but refraining from slaughtering the ani-
mal will diminish his joy on Yom Tov one may rely on the
lenient position that permits slaughtering an animal even
I"chatchila.

I'chatchila to slaughter. (M.B. 91)

% Later authorities write that the prohibition against making
a hole applies even to dirt that was detached from the
ground and is in a utensil. Therefore one should not place
a candle in a utensil filled with dirt if doing so will create a
hole in the dirt. It is, however, permitted to remove the
candle even if it will leave behind a hole. (M.B. 91)




