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A certain man heard that his brother was very ill in a hospital 
outside of Eretz Yisrael. The doctors recommended that a close 
relative be present with him as much as possible since this is the 
best chance for curing him. Although the facility was cutting edge, 
it was also very far from a Jewish community. Since it was shortly 
before yom tov, the brother from Israel wished to spend the first 
day of the holiday with a nearby Jewish community. But he want-
ed to spend the second day with his ill brother. He wondered if he 
could leave the Jewish neighborhood, dress up like a non-Jew 

and travel to the hospital. He had heard that it was permitted for 
him to do melachah in private while he was abroad and he fig-
ured that dressing up as a non-Jew may also be considered in 
private. 

When this question reached Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach his 
answer surprised this man. “It is absolutely forbidden for someone 
from Eretz Yisrael to do any melachah on the second day of yom 
tov abroad, even in private. I too have heard of people who say 
this is permitted altogether. Yet it is obvious that this will cause 
people to degrade yom tov sheini and is clearly forbidden. Our 
sages instituted many berachos and even absolved us of putting 
on tefillin to avoid this. Clearly this decree is to be likened to a 
Torah obligaton. 

He concluded, “In your case however, there is room for leni-
ency. Since we find that our sages were lenient in many serious 
prohibitions regarding a sick person, you can be lenient for your 
brother whose life is in danger. Even if this is not considered strict-
ly private and you will be out in public even if incognito, you can 
still be lenient for this reason.” 

 יו"ט שי כהלכתה, פ"ג, הערה י"ג

א“סיון, תשפ‘ ז Tues, June 18, 2021  ‘ו סעיף ג“סימן קצ  

Davening procedure for a Ben Eretz Yisrael Davening procedure for a Ben Eretz Yisrael Davening procedure for a Ben Eretz Yisrael Davening procedure for a Ben Eretz Yisrael     
visiting visiting visiting visiting chutz la’aretzchutz la’aretzchutz la’aretzchutz la’aretz 

    

Mishnah Berurah Siman 496 Seif Koton 13 
 וכן להיח תפלין בצעא
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Shulchan Aruch and Mishnah Berurah discuss many issues that 
arise when a person from Eretz Yisroel is in chutz la’aretz for Yom 
Tov or vice versa. One of the challenges is figuring out what and 
where to daven. Mishnah Berurah  teaches that a person (ס"ק י"ג) 
from Eretz Yisroel who is visiting chutz la’aretz must daven a week-
day shemoneh esrei and he should don his tefillin in private. Simi-
larly, someone from chutz la’aretz who is visiting Eretz Yisroel must 
daven a Yom Tov amidah on the second day of Yom Tov in private. 
 

Poskim debate the exact procedure of a person from Eretz Yisroel 
who is in chutz la’aretz for Yom Tov. One approach is that he dons 
tefillin in the morning and reads Krias Shema and the parsha of 
Kadesh and then removes his tefillin. Afterwards, he should go to 
shul and daven together with the tzibbur, the only difference being 
that he will say a weekday Shemoneh Esrei whereas the rest of the 
tzibbur reads the Yom Tov amidah. Although halacha places great 
value of saying Shemoneh Esrei while wearing tefillin, davening 
with the tzibbur and drawing attention to the fact that one is acting 
differently from everyone else is a higher value. A second approach 
is that the person from Eretz Yisroel should don his tefillin in private 
and while alone he should say pesukei d’zimra, Shema and She-
moneh Esrei. Afterwards he should remove his tefillin and go to shul 
to answer kaddish and kedusha. The basis of this approach is Mish-
nah Berurah’s ruling that saying Shemoneh Esrei with tefillin is a 
higher priority than davening with a tzibbur. As far as Birkas Koha-
nim is concerned, Poskim agree that someone from Eretz Yisroel 
who is visiting chutz la’aretz may recite Birkas Kohanim on the sec-
ond day of Yom Tov. 
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 The resident of Eretz Yisroel may not even perform melacha in 
private although he would not receive lashes if he did. (M.B. 9) 

 If the resident of Eretz Yisroel left the inhabited area he may 
perform melacha. Poskim note that the reference to an 
inhabited area refers to a place inhabited by Jews. (M.B. 10) 

 There is a disagreement whether someone planning to move 
to chutz la’aretz becomes a resident of chutz la’aretz when he 
reaches a place inhabited by gentiles. (M.B. 11) 

 When one is outside of the techum he is not assigned the 
status of one who has reached an inhabited area. (M.B. 13) 

 Someone from Eretz Yisroel is not obligated to make an eruv 
tavshilin when the second day of Yom Tov falls on Friday. 
(M.B. 13) 

 The resident from Eretz Yisroel davens a weekday Shemoneh 
Esrei and tefillin should be pit donned in private but he must 
continue to wear Yom Tov clothing. (M.B. 13) 

 A resident of chutz la’aretz must daven a Yom Tov amidah in 
private but if his intent is to stay in Eretz Yisroel he becomes a 
resident and behaves like other citizens of Eretz Yisroel. (M.B. 13) 

 Later authorities write that one who moves with his wife and 
family to another place for employment is assumed to 
become a resident of that new location since it is assumed 
that he will remain. (M.B. 13) 

 One who does not intend to return to his original home is 
categorized as such even though his wife remained in their 
original home. (M.B. 13) 
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