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Halacha Highlight

Overview

Drinking water from the Kineret

Shulchan Aruch Siman 467 Seif 13
noSN N3 9329 090 Y199

And the water fell into a pit on Pesach

Shulchan Aruch rules that if the water that one used
to kasher a ben-yomo pot falls into a pit of water
on Pesach it is prohibited to drink that water on Pe-
sach. Mishnah Berurah (370 p70) explains that even
according to the opinion that is lenient concerning
wheat kernels that fell into cold water, since in cold
the kernels will not impart any taste to the water, in
this case it is prohibited. The reason is that the wa-
ter that was used to kasher contains actual chometz
and that actual chometz now becomes intermin-
gled with the other water.

Mishnah Berurah (ow) then writes that if one finds a
kernel of wheat in a well of water on Pesach, he
should make an effort to refrain from using the wa-
ter out of concern that the kernel was there for
more than 24 hours and it is considered as though
the kernel was cooked in the water. However, if no
other water is available one could be lenient since
one requires water to live. The basis of the leniency
is a sfek sfeika. Perhaps the kernel just fell into the
water and even if it fell in more than 24 hours ago,
it is possible that it did not soften or split until with-
in the past 24 hours and it is not considered ko-
vush — pickled until the time it became chometz.

In Eretz Yisroel this raises a question concerning
the use of water from the Kineret since it is com-
mon for people to discard chometz into the water
on Pesach and the basis of the leniency as ex-
plained by Mishnah Berurah does not apply. Nev-
ertheless, a number of reasons for leniency are
noted by the Poskim. One leniency is that the Rab-
binic restriction against even a minute amount of
chometz is limited to where it is possible for the
chomefz to impart taste but in a circumstance

Siman 467 Seif 13:

If one kashered a chometzdik pot that was ben
yomo and that water fell into a water pit on Pe-
sach, it is prohibited to drink that water on Pesach
due to the intermingling of the waters.

% Shulchan Aruch refers to where the kashering
was performed before the prohibition of cho-
metz began since we do not kasher a ben yomo
utensil once the prohibition against chometz ar-
rives. If the kashering was done on Pesach ac-
cording to Rema above (447:10) the water in
the pit would be prohibited even if the pot was
not ben yomo. (M.B. 65)

« If the water fell into the pit before Pesach it could
be nullified in 60 times other water but some
authorities are stringent /’chafchila even when
there are 60 times regular water since it is easy
to obtain other water. If one used water from the
pit to cook food, Pri Megadim rules that one
could be lenient if refraining from its use would
involve a significant monetary loss. (M.B. 66)

% If one discovered kernels of grain in a water pit
on Pesach, one should try to avoid using the wa-
ter, even according to those who are lenient
when the water is cold out of concern that it was
in the water for more than 24 hours but if one
does not have other water one could be lenient
since water is essential for life. One who wishes
to draw water from a pit that belongs to a gen-
tile or a Jew who is not concerned for the prohi-
bition should filter the water with a clean cloth
each time he draws some water. (M.B. 67)

where it is not possible for the chometz to ever im-
part taste, e.g., when it mixes into a large body of
water, the Rabbinic restriction does not apply. Al-
ternatively, the Rabbinic decree applies only to wa-
ter that was separated from its source but water
that is still part of the ground is not subject to this
restriction (7 NN M2AIWN YPDI).




