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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 462 Seif 5:

If one kneads dough with fruit juice it is best to make less
than the volume of an issaron so that there will be no obli-
gation to separate challah.

o,

< Shulchan Aruch refers to beverages that would not ren-
der the dough susceptible to tumah so that it remains
tahor and then there is nothing that could be done to it.
It can’t be burned since it is tahor and it may not be con-
sumed since people are tamei meis. The rest of the year
one could add water so that it is susceptible to tumah
but on Pesach this is not an option. For this reason one
should make a quantity that does not require one to sep-
arate terumah. If one did make such a quantity it should
be given to a Kohen who is a minor who has not yet ex-
perienced an emission. (M.B. 20)

Siman 462 Seif 6:

If a wheat kernel fell into honey, wine or vinegar, the liquid
is permitted as long as one does not add water.

R/

% Shulchan Aruch refers to where the liquid was cooked or
the wheat soaked in the liquid for 24 hours because if it
merely fell into cold water for a short period of time ac-
cording to many Poskim the liquid would not be prohib-
ited. (M.B. 21)

< The honey or wine is permitted, even if the wheat sof-
tened or cracked since fruit juice does not cause leaven-
ing to occur. (M.B. 22)

< It is not clear whether 97wy ,waT >n or o PN 7oV is

considered fruit juice or not, therefore if a kernel of

wheat falls in, one should not consume the beverage but
one may retain possession of it until after Pesach or sell
it to a gentile. If it is known that the kernel was not there
for more than 24 hours one may even drink the bever-
age since the wheat does not impart taste when it is in
something that is cold. Also, if the kernel did not crack
nor soften one may be lenient unless one knows that it
was there for at least 24 hours since it would then be
considered kavush. Poskim write that fat is also catego-
rized as fruit juice for this halacha. If a wheat kernel was
found in fat and it is not known whether it fell in before
or after the fat was melted into liquid and the fat was
already poured from the utensil in which it was melted, it
is permitted since we will assume that it was already in
the second utensil. Similarly, if the kernel was not found
in the utensil in which the fat was melted until after that
utensil was moved it is permitted since we do not assume
that a prohibited item moved locations. However, if it is

Wheat kernels that fall into a beverage

Shulchan Aruch Siman 462 Seif 6
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Wheat that is found in honey

Shulchan Aruch (1 yo) rules that one who finds wheat kernels
in honey, wine or vinegar may use the beverage as long as
he did not add water to the beverage. Mishnah Berurah
(N7 po) explains that Shulchan Aruch refers to where one
cooked the beverage that contained the wheat kernel or the
wheat kernel soaked in the beverage for more than 24 hours
so that the principle of Sv1an> wvia5—soaking is comparable
to cooking applies. The reason this must be the circumstance
to which Shulchan Aruch refers is that if the wheat kernel
soaked for less than 24 hours in a cold beverage according
to many Poskim the beverage would not become prohibited.
Mishnah Berurah (275 pro) further explains that even if we
find that the grain softened as a result of its contact with the
beverage and may have even split, nevertheless, since the
principle is that fruit juice does not trigger the leavening pro-
cess the beverages remain permitted.

A difficulty with this ruling is that above Mishnah Berurah
(v pro) wrote in explanation of Rema’s stringency to avoid
eating matzah made from fruit juice is that we are con-
cerned that some water was added to the juice, which has-
tens the leavening process. Accordingly, in our case of dis-
covering wheat in honey, wine or vinegar we should have
the same concern and the beverage should be prohibited.
Shulchan Aruch HaRav (» 'yo) explains that the custom to
refrain from kneading dough with fruit juice is only I'chatchi-
la but b’dieved the matzah would not be prohibited. Fur-
thermore, the stringency to avoid eating matzah that was
made in this manner is rooted in the concern that if b’dieved
it is permitted for consumption someone may intentionally
make matzah using fruit juice. In our case, however, where
the wheat fell into the beverage by itself there is no reason
to adopt a stringent position b’dieved. See Mishnah Berurah
(n"po »on »o) who presents a similar line of reasoning.

found in the utensil in which the fat was melted and that
utensil was not yet moved it is prohibited. If one made
matzah balls and found a wheat kernel in a matzah ball
but one used only fat or eggs it is permitted since fruit
juice does not cause leavening but if water was used,
even if only a small amount, it is prohibited since a mix-

ture of fruit juice and water causes leavening to occur.
(M.B. 23)




