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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 425 Seif 2:

When Rosh Chodesh falls on Sunday on the preceding
Shabbos we read w1n 9nm 19n1s 19 mx»n (but we do not
push off myo My or wnw for wrn 9nn.) If Rosh Chodesh
is two days, on Shabbos and Sunday, we read on Shab-
bos 'xva o¥nwn. The custom is to read afterwards the
first and last pasuk from nnn» 19 9naxn to recall that the
next day is also Rosh Chodesh. Some maintain that we
do not switch from one Navi to another and we only read
the haftorah of Rosh Chodesh and this is our custom but
if the other hafforah is in the same Navi we do so. Simi-
larly, when there is a chossunah on Rosh Chodesh or
some other Shabbos, we do not push aside the Aafforah.

R/

< The custom when there is a chosson present to push
aside the regular haftorah and read wwx viv but
when there is a hafforah to read that is mentioned in
shas or midrashim it is not pushed off for the chosson
since that reading is only a custom. However, Rema
teaches that when both choices are contained in the
same Navi, there is no reason to push off wux v
entirely. (M.B. 12)

Siman 425 Seif 3:

When Rosh Chodesh coincides with Shabbos, we include
Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh in the 4th beracha and con-
clude with the words oyw1n >swxm YxYw» navn v1pn.

< In some siddurim it says that after mentioning Shab-
bos and before mentioning Rosh Chodesh one
should add the words 7185 0N 12991 Nav ya7p M but
many Poskim maintain that it is superfluous and con-
stitutes an interruption and thus should not be recited.
(M.B. 14)

< If one concluded with only Shabbos he fulfills his obli-
gation. (M.B. 15)

Siman 426 Seif 1:

One who sees the moon at its renewal recites
"3 ©pNY N2 1R A9uR. One should not recite the
beracha until it is dark when the moon shines and we
benefit from the light.

< Women are exempt since it is a time bound mitzvah
and there is no custom for them to recite it since they
were the cause of the moon becoming blemished.
Blind people recite the beracha. (M.B. 1)

< This excludes reciting it during bein hashemashos

when the moon is visible but it is still day. (M.B. 2)

The beracha on the new moon

Shulchan Aruch Siman 426 Seif 1
AYITNA NYAY NN

One who sees the new moon in its renewal

Shulchan Aruch (X y7an 1) states that one who sees the
moon in its renewed state recites the beracha
12 DYPNY X121 IWR. Rema then adds that one may not recite
the beracha until it is night when the moon is shining and
we benefit from the light. Mishnah Berurah (27pvo) explains
that Rema’s emphasis is excluding the recitation of the
beracha during bein hashamashos when the moon is
somewhat visible but it is yet day. Poskim discuss whether it
is acceptable to recite the beracha after alos hashachar.
Hisorirus Teshuvah (07s8p »o N7n) writes that it is permitted
to recite the beracha after alos since the moon shines dur-
ing that time and one can benefit from the light. On the
other hand, Yaskil Avdi (3 p7o 5 »o nrn) ruled that one
should not recite the beracha after alos. Rav Nissim Kare-
litz (2> TN NIN 99y DY XDIP TYNN 9IM V7Y YW VIN) ruled
that as long as it is still dark and one could clearly see the
moon, the beracha may be recited even though it is after
alos.

Mishnah Berurah (o) explains further that the moon must
be shining strongly enough that its light is discernable here
on earth. Therefore, if there are thick clouds covering the
moon so that we cannot benefit from its light the beracha
may not be recited, but if the cloud is thin so that one could
benefit from its light despite being covered, the beracha
may be recited. Birkei Yosef (7 mN) explains that one does
not have to actually benefit from the light, it is sufficient for
there to be light that is capable of providing benefit. For
that reason one may recite the beracha in a well lit area
even though one is not actually benefitting from the light of
the moon. If part of the moon is covered but the part that is
uncovered is clear and provides light, the beracha may be
recited (770 TN 135N 92T N7 WTN WY NN M90N).

% The shine of the moon is discernable on earth. If the
moon is covered with clouds but one can still benefit
from the light that goes through it, the beracha is re-
cited but if the clouds are too thick, the beracha is not
recited. If one began to recite the beracha and the
moon became covered he may complete the beracha
but if he knew it would become covered, he should
not even begin the recitation of the beracha. (M.B. 3)



