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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 398 Seif 5:

Regarding any residence that extends from a city, if it is
within 70 and 2/3 amos which is the length of a side of a
two bais seah square or less, it is considered part of the city
and when measuring 2000 amos we measure from past
that residence. Some maintain that we do not measure
from the residence rather we extend a string from past the
house the full length of the city and then measure 70 and
2/3 amos from there and begin measuring 2000 amos
from that point. This is the general procedure for measur-
ing and it appears to me to adopt a lenient approach.

o,

< When there is no residence beyond the city we measure
70 and 2/3 amos before calculating 2000 amos. Ac-
cording to the first opinion we do not grant 70 and 2/3
amos and we measure 2000 amos from the wall of the
city. It is only when connecting two cities do we count 70
and 2/3 amos. (M.B. 21)

Siman 398 Seif 6:

If a house was within 70 amos of a city and a second
house was within 70 amos of the 1¥ and a third within 70
amos of the 2™, even if this continues for a number of
days’ journey, it is all considered part of one city and when
measuring the fechum it is measured from the last house.
This assumes it is a residence that contains four amos by
four amos or more. The same is true concerning a bais
haknesses that contains a residence for the chazzan, a
gentile house of worship that contains a residence for their
priests, a storage facility that includes a residence, a bridge
or grave that contains a residence. If a structure has three
walls but no roof but still contains four amos by four amos,
a house built on the sea, two walls that have a roof and
plaster, a cave that has a structure at its opening that in-
cludes a residence, are all residences if they are located
within 70 and 2/3 amos of the city and we take a string
from past that structure and measure 2000 amos from that
point. If there are two walls that do not have a roof over-
head, even though people dwell therein or a bridge, grave,
bais haknesses, gentile house of worship or storage facility
that do not include residences or a pit, ditch, cave, dove-
cote or houseboat and similar structures they are not con-
sidered part of the city._If there are two houses such as
these at the ends of a city, it is categorized as a city shaped
like a bow.

R/

< According to Rema we add 70 and 2/3 amos beyond
the house and then measure the fechum. Biur Halacha
maintains that one should follow Shulchan Aruch’s posi-
tion regarding this matter. (M.B. 24)

Making a structure residential

Shulchan Aruch Siman 398 Seif 6
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Provided that the residence is 4 amos by 4 amos or more

Shulchan Aruch (1 'yo) continues the discussion of extending
the borders of a city to widen its area before measuring its
techum. In addition to the requirement for the structure to be
within 70 and 2/3 amos of the city, it is also necessary for
the structure to be residential. Therefore, when determining
whether a structure is considered an extension of the city or
not, one has to determine whether it is residential. For exam-
ple, a bais haknesses in and of itself is not residential and
may not be used to extend the boundaries of a city. Howev-
er, a bais haknesses that includes a residential area for the
chazzan can be used to extend the boundaries of the city.
Interestingly, Aruch HaShulchan (77 'yo) addresses a bais
hamidrash and rules that a bais hamidrash is automatically
considered residential and it is not necessary to have a wing
for the chazan’s residence. The reason is that people regu-
larly study, eat and sleep in a bais hamidrash as opposed to
a bais haknesses and thus by nature it is residential.

A similar type of structure addressed by Shulchan Aruch is a
storage facility in which one stores wine or oil (372 pro 27n).
Since storage facilities are not generally designed for resi-
dential purposes, it would not extend the boundaries of a
city unless the storage facility contained a residential area
for the guards. Biur Halacha (079 171 /& 'yo naw »o) rules
that to qualify as residential it is necessary for the guard to
be there day and night. In the event that guards take differ-
ent shifts so that no single guard is there all the time, it still
qualifies as residential provided that someone is there
around the clock (x"po nmw »o naw navin). Proof for this can
be derived from Tosafos v 171 .75 ypayvdy) where he
writes that the bais hamikdash is categorized as residential
since guards are there through the night and the guards
worked in shifts.

KD

% The protrusion of a city does not have to be a Jewish
residence. (M.B. 26)

% It was a residential structure that became destroyed.
(M.B. 29)

% Shulchan Aruch refers to where there are multiple hous-

es such as these that extend beyond a city so that it

forms a bow and if the two ends are 4000 amos apart

we measure the fechum from the city rather than the

actual houses. It is permitted, however, to walk to the

last house. (M.B. 35)



