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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 316 Seif 10:

Any undomesticated animal or swarming creature that
bites and causes certain death may be killed on Shabbos
even if it is not running after someone. Other dangerous
creatures, for example, snakes and scorpions in places
where they do not kill, may be killed if they are pursuing
someone but if not, they may not be killed. It is permitted
to stomp on them in the course of walking and one may
even do so intentionally as long as he gives the appear-
ance that he did not do so intentionally.

o,

< One may kill it even if it is running away. (M.B. 45)

< According to Rambam this permitted only when there is
a possibility for danger whereas according to others it
is permitted even if there is only a possibility that the
animal will cause pain. (M.B. 46)

It is also permitted to place a utensil over it. (M.B. 47)
There is not even a Rabbinic prohibition to kill an ani-
mal in such a circumstance but one must do so in a
manner that others will not think that it was done inten-
tionally to prevent them from concluding that it is per-
mitted to kill creatures on Shabbos and won’t know to
differentiate between dangerous animals and non-
dangerous animals. One may not step on ants or other
bugs even in the course of walking. (M.B. 48)

Siman 316 Seif 11:

One may not rub spittle with one’s leg on the ground out
of concern that he will smooth out holes. It is permitted to
stomp on it in the course of walking as long as he does not
intend to smooth it out or smooth out the ground. It is per-
mitted even though the spittle will be smoothed since he
does not intend to do so because otherwise it is repulsive.

o,
o

2

%

o,

< Whether it is permitted on a tiled floor is subject to the
debate recording in 337:2 and according to Rema it is
prohibited. The prohibition against smearing (M 1) is
limited to rubbing one thing against another but in this
case one’s intent is for the spittle to become absorbed
in the ground. (M.B. 49)

< Although there is a concern that he will forgot and inad-
vertently smooth out a hole in the ground, nevertheless,
since its presence is repulsive it is permitted. (M.B. 50)

< Even though when stepping on saliva it is common to

rub one’s foot since it is not inevitable it is permitted but

one may not walk to spittle to step upon it. Rather one

may stand upon it and exercise caution not to rub his

foot on it. Magen Avrohom writes that nowadays since

people do not consider spittle repulsive one must be

Rubbing cream onto a wound

Shulchan Aruch Siman 316 Seif 11
YP9P 23 5Y 9999593 GUaYI NY

One may not rub spittle with his leg on the ground

Shulchan Aruch (x> 'yo) rules that one may not rub spittle
on the ground with his feet on Shabbos since in the pro-
cess he will level out holes. However, it is permitted for one
to trample it casually if he does not intend to smear it or
level out the holes. Even though the spittle will be smeared,
as long as that is not his intent it is permitted since leaving
it there is repulsive. Mishnah Berurah (0n p0) notes that
whether one may rub spittle on a tiled floor is subject to
the debate in siman 337:2 regarding the permissibility of
sweeping a floor, and since Rema there prohibits sweeping
even a tiled floor he would also rule that it is prohibited to
rub spittle onto a tiled floor. On the other hand, it is per-
mitted according to all opinions for one to rub spittle onto
a bench. The issue of leveling out holes does not apply to
benches and the issue of smearing applies only when one
smears one material onto another with the intent that it
should be smeared but in this case one’s intent is for the
spittle to become absorbed rather than smeared.

Chazon Ish (370 pro 273 »o PN ruled that it is prohibited
to smear ointment or cream onto a wound on Shabbos. All
that is permitted is for one to place it onto a wound with-
out smearing it. Shevet HalLevi (3 mx 875 70 n7my a9 90 770)
also only permits (in a case of someone who is not dan-
gerously ill) squeezing the cream or ointment onto the
wound or if necessary dabbing it with one’s finger onto the
wound but without smearing it. Rav Nissim Karelitz
(N"PO 719 NN Y VIN) explains that although one’s intent
when smearing is merely to spread the ointment over the
entire wound, nevertheless, it is prohibited since it is possi-
ble that one wants some of the ointment to remain on the
skin to become absorbed some time later. Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach (n73yn 3759 nnaons naw nnv) ruled that
it is permitted if one makes sure that all of the cream be-
comes absorbed into the body since it does not resemble
the melacha of smearing where the intent is for one mate-
rial to remain on the other.

careful not to rub it and may only stand upon it but
phlegm that comes from one’s mouth or nose is repul-
sive and one may step upon it as he walks innocently
and in a bais haknesses it is even permitted to walk on
spittle out of respect for the bais haknesses. (M.B. 51)




