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Halacha Highlight

Overview

Returning a drawer into its place

Shulchan Aruch Siman 315 Seif 13
mMOAY NANN 29 HY PHVIVY THa

A cloth that is spread over a barrel to cover it

Shulchan Aruch rules that it is prohibited to spread
a cloth over the mouth of a barrel if some of the
contents were poured out so that there is a gap
between the cloth and the contents since the cloth
would form an ohel. If one wishes to cover the
opening of the barrel he must leave some of it ex-
posed so that he does not form an ohel. Mishnah
Berurah (nn pro) writes that if a table drawer
slipped completely out of the table and it has a
depth of a fefach it may not be returned to its
place since doing so involves forming an ohel.
Sha’ar HaTziyun (v pro) notes that Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch seems to reject this position since
the ohel in this case would be formed from top to
bottom and Chazal did not prohibit making an
ohel/ when it is formed top to bottom. Sha’ar HaT-
ziyun then suggests that perhaps Chaye Adam
maintains that forming an ohe/ from top to bot-
tom does not violate the prohibition when the nor-
mal way to form the ohe/ is bottom to top but
when the normal manner of forming the ohe/ is
from top to bottom it would be prohibited.

Other authorities also disagree with  Chaye
Adam and contend that since the drawer is
designed to come out and returned to its place it
does not appear as though one is forming an ohe/
("0 MN M2wn >po9). Chazon Ish (77 P70 273 »O NNIN)
challenges this ruling from the fact that when one
returns the drawer all he does is form walls and it
is permitted to from walls as long as they do not
permit something, even if those walls are placed
beneath a roof. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
(OW 2Ny N7 'y 7799 NNOYND NIV NYNY) writes that
a drawer from a cabinet may be reinserted ac-
cording to all opinions. Since the cabinet is al-

Siman 315 Seif 13:

If one will spread a garment over the mouth of a
barrel to cover it he should be certain not to
spread it out over the entire barrel since that
would form an ohel, rather he should leave some
of it exposed. This is true when there is a gap of a
fefach between the contents and the cover but if
there is not a gap of a fefach it is permitted since
it would not constitute an ohe/.

+ Although it is permitted to return a pot onto a
stove without concern for forming an ohe/ since
the walls are already in place, in our case since
the walls are very wide an ohe/ would be
formed. Magen Avrohom writes that placing a
cover over a wide box is prohibited if the cover
is not attached with a hinge but if it is not wide
it is permitted since the walls were already
formed. It is prohibited to transport it and then
place the cover on top since placing it down is
comparable to forming the walls. For that rea-
son when tables are placed on barrels one
must first turn over the barrel so that the mouth
is on the ground and the table will be placed
on the bottom that is closed. (M.B. 48)

« It is not full because if it were it would not form
an ohel but when some of the contents were
removed it is prohibited since the cover will
form an ohel. Some maintain that a cover nev-
er forms an ohel. One should follow Shulchan
Aruch’s position since that represents the ma-
jority opinion, therefore, if one has a large bar-
rel of wine he should not cover it entirely if the
barrel is not full but one need not protest those

who are lenient since there are authorities to
rely upon. (M.B. 49)

ready considered an ohe/ when one inserts the
drawer he merely diminishes the size of the ohe/
which is not prohibited.




