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Halacha Highlight

Overview

An ohel/held in place by people
Shulchan Aruch Siman 315 Seif 12
VNV NYYA HAN NYY XYY 90D 798
He must be careful not to make an ohe/when he
hangs it

Shulchan Aruch (a7 'yo) rules that one who
hangs a curtain must be careful not to create an
ohel in the process. Therefore, if the curtain is
large it must be hung by two people rather than
by one person. Mishnah Berurah (1n pro)
explains that when hanging a curtain it is com-
mon for part of it to fold over and if that fold will
be the size of a fefoch he will have created an
ohel. However, when two people hang a curtain,
even if it is large, they can handle it in a way
that it will not fold over and thus an ohe/ will not
be made. This ruling implies that it is possible to
create an ohel even when its form depends upon
people holding it in place. Accordingly, there
were authorities who maintained that it is pro-
hibited for people to hold a stretched out falis for
the purpose of providing protection from the sun
or the rain YN MWYS NONT 170 PrOY 27P0 2710 1Y)
(M¥NN XY 9N.

Other authorities adopt a lenient position and
maintain that if the falis is not held in place by
poles and is merely held in place by hand it
does not constitute an ohel. The reason why
Shulchan Aruch rules in our se/ifthat it is prohib-
ited for an individual to hang a curtain even
though he is holding it in his hands is that there
is a concern that in the process of hanging the
curtain a fefach of the curtain will extend verti-
cally a fefach or more and if that happens one
has created an ohe/ with walls and a roof and in
such a case it is prohibited even if it is held in
place by hand. Additionally, in the case of the
curtain since ultimately it will be suspended on a

Siman 315 Seif 12:

One who spreads out a curtain or something
similar must be careful not to make an ohe/ as
he spreads it out, therefore, if it is a large curtain
it should be hung by two people and it is prohib-
ited for someone to hang it by himself. If it is a
canopy that has a roof even ten people may not
stretch it out since it is impossible that it should
not be above the ground a fefach making a tem-
porary ohel.

« While one is hanging it, it is common for it to
fold and if it will fold a fefach it would consti-
tute an ohel. (M.B. 44)

» Shulchan Aruch refers to where it will have a
roof a fefach wide and certainly when it is
wider it is problematic but if it did not form a
roof a fefach wide and had a string attached
to it before Shabbos it would be permitted ac-
cording to all opinions to spread it out on
Shabbbos. (M.B. 46)

- One should not think that if the canopy is
wide so that each person could tie one corner
to the walls and the middle would remain on
the ground so that it does not form an ohel,
therefore Shulchan Aruch teaches that it is im-

possible to stretch it out without forming an
ohel. (M.B. 47)

pole without a person having to support it there
is reason for concern that one will make an ohe/
but a falis that is spread out and held by hand
and will not be supported by a pole or some-
thing similar is not subject to the prohibition of
making an ohel. All opinions agree that it is per-
mitted to spread out a fa/is on Simchas Torah for
Chassan Torah and Chassan Bereishis since the
intent is to give honor to the a/jyah rather than to
protect anything beneath it fn nx mMawn >po9).




