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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 311 Seif 9:

If fruit is buried in straw or stubble that is mukizah it is per-
mitted to insert a needle or other similar device to take the

fruit even though the straw will end up moving. See siman
308:38 for the Aalacha if it is buried in sand or dirt.

< This is a case of indirect movement of muktzah for the
sake of something permitted. In the event that one specif-
ically took the straw to cover the fruit it would no longer
be muktzah and may then be handled directly. (M.B. 37)
< Rema refers to dirt that is not muktzah. Being that it is
prohibited to indirectly move muktzah for the sake of the
muktzah item, the practice to move money with an in-
strument is certainly prohibited besides the fact that one
may not engage in commerce on Shabbos. (M.B. 38)

Siman 312 Seif 1:

Out of concerns for human dignity it is permitted to move
stones for wiping. It is even permitted to bring them on the
roof which involves extra exertion. If someone has a desig-
nated place for his bathroom it is permitted to bring in a
handful of stones. If one does not have a designated place
to relieve himself he may bring in stones in the quantity of a
small pestle. If one could tell that he used the stones to wipe
himself it is permitted to bring in even a large stone or a
quantity greater than a handful since once they were desig-
nated they are not mukfzah. Some maintain that it is only
permitted to move them in one’s courtyard and some author-
ities even permit transporting them from a karmelis to a pri-
vate domain since that action involves only a Rabbinic in-
junction which is suspended for the sake of human dignity.

% The same is true regarding any other muktzah item.
(M.B. 1)

% Since the place is designated for relieving oneself even if
he does not use all of the stones, they will likely be used
over the course of Shabbos and thus it is permitted to
move a handful of stones and is not considered unneces-
sary. When one goes to a place that is not designated
for relieving oneself one may not take any more than the
amount of stones he will need that time which is the
quantity of a small pestle because moving more than
that would involve unnecessary movement of muktzah.
Magen Avrohom and Elya Rabba disagree whether it is
permitted to move stones when one could have prepared
them before Shabbos. (M.B. 2)

< In other words, the head of a small pestle used to pound
balsam. (M.B. 4)

< All opinions agree about this and it is introduced with the
words DMmx v because the ruling is not found in

Using toilet paper on Shabbos

Shulchan Aruch Siman 312 Seif 1
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If it is discernable that the stone was used for wiping

Shulchan Aruch (X 'yo 29w »D) establishes the principle that
out of concern for human dignity it is permitted to move
stones that one needs to wipe himself. Mishnah Berurah
(»po) points out that this principle is necessary when one did
not designate the stone for this use before Shabbos. If one
did designate this stone for this use before Shabbos it would
be considered a utensil and none of the muktzah restrictions
would apply. He then notes that the same is true regarding
blank paper which is considered muktzah. This means that if
one designated paper that is mukfzah because it is reserved
for writing to use for wiping on Shabbos, it loses its muktzah
status and one may bring as much paper into the bathroom
with him as he pleases. If one did not designate the paper
before Shabbos one may only bring into a temporary bath-
room the amount of paper he will need that time.

At the end of his discussion of this topic Mishnah Berurah
writes that it is prohibited to rip paper for this purpose and
instructs us to read his comments in siman 340:13. He
writes there that one who cuts paper to use to wipe himself
has violated the Biblical prohibition of ymp—tearing, since
he is cutting the paper for a constructive purpose. If one
finds himself in a bathroom and there is no precut toilet pa-
per or tissues to use, if possible one should use the toilet pa-
per while still attached to the roll and then flush the paper
as is and it is of no consequence if the toilet paper rips as it
is flushed into the toilet (x”po nma x7n 2w VIN). If that option
is not practical, Rav Karelitz (ow »w vin) and Rav Elyashiv
(9 'y XA NYN MAY MNIR) permit tearing toilet paper in an
unusual manner.

earlier sources. (M.B. 4)

< The wording implies that if it is not discernable it may not
be moved even though one knows that they were used
but others are lenient if one knows that they were used.
(M.B. 5)

% Shulchan Aruch refers to where they were designated
before Shabbos for this purpose because if they were it
would be permitted to bring in as many stones as he
wants. One could also designate unused paper for this
purpose but if it was not designated, one may not bring
in any more than is necessary. (M.B. 6)

% Although many Poskim maintain that our public domain
is only a karmelis one should not be lenient. (M.B. 8)




