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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 308 Seif 18:

If a thorn is lying in the public domain it is permitted to
move it in increments of less than four amos. In a kar-
melis it is permitted to move it outright because of the
concern that someone from the public will be harmed
and when there is a concern for public safety Rabbinic
injunctions were not issued.

<+ Magen Avrohom cites Rivash who maintains that if
the thorn is large it is not permitted to move it since
one could easily avoid it. Although Magen
Avrohom challenges this ruling, Tosefes Shabbos
resolves the challenge and rules in accordance with
Rivash. (M.B. 75)

< There is a disagreement whether it is permitted to
move the thorn on Shabbos if it was already there

before Shabbos. (M.B. 76)
Siman 308 Seif 19:

A ladder for an upper story that is large and used to
apply clay to the roof may not be moved on Shabbos.
If it is used for a dovecote it is permitted to lean it from
one place to another but one may not walk it from one
dovecote to another so that one does not conduct him-
self as he does during the week and trap as well.

< Ladders used in one’s home may be moved. (M.B.
78)

< According to Rambam it may not be moved even if
one needs it or its place. (M.B. 80)

Siman 308 Seif 20:

Palm branches that one detached to burn are muktzah
and may not be moved. If one sat on it for a bit before
Shabbos it is permitted to sit on it on Shabbos and it is
certainly permitted if one bound them together to sit
upon or if he intended to use it as a chair during the
week.

< The implication is that regular branches would not
be muktzah but nowadays branches are primarily
used for burning and thus are muktzah. (M.B. 81)

% It is permitted to sit on it if it does not move. Magen
Avrohom maintains that it is permitted to sit upon it
even if it moves since one is moving it with his body
and Meiri agrees although he adds that when it is
unnecessary it should be avoided. (M.B. 82)

Sitting on a car

Shulchan Aruch Siman 308 Seif 20
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They are mukizah and prohibited to move

Shulchan Aruch (5 'yo) rules that branches that were
detached with the intent to use as fuel for a fire are
muktzah and may not be moved on Shabbos. Howev-
er, if one sat upon them before Shabbos it is permitted
to sit upon them on Shabbos. Mishnah Berurah
(O pro) explains that although one did not intend to
designate them for sitting before Shabbos, the very fact
that he sat upon them indicates that they are now to
being used for sitting and the muktzah designation is
removed.

Regarding the mukizah restriction, all opinions agree
that one may sit upon the branches if they will not move
since the mukizah restriction does not prohibit touching
a muktzah item, only moving it. Mishnah Berurah 7o)
(a7 cites Magen Avrohom who maintains that even if
the branches will move when one sits upon them it is
permitted since he is moving the mukizah with his body
rather than directly with his hands. He then notes that
Meiri agrees with that ruling but adds that when it is
unnecessary to do so the practice should be avoided.

Elsewhere, Mishnah Berurah
(Nﬂb pHU NHPJ‘] ”v 3’7’—])’\0] n"b P”v jﬁw ”v t”ﬂ)’\&)

subscribes to the stringent position that one may not
use a mukizah item when there is a concern that he will
thereby move indirectly or with his body. Chazon Ish
(@» pro vm HoY 1 Pro A »o NIN) also expresses
hesitancy regarding Magen Avrohom’s lenient ruling.
He explains that the implication of the Rishonim is that
it is prohibited to sit upon something that is muktzah if
it will move. Even those who adopt a stringent position
limit their stringency to something that is mukizah
machmas gufo but regarding a kli shemelachto l'issur it
is permitted to sit upon it even though it will move.
Therefore, someone who is walking and wants to rest
may sit upon a car since it is categorized as a kli
shemelachto I'issur (> MmN Mawn >po9)

< Elya Rabba cites authorities who maintain that in-
tent is insufficient unless one intends to sit upon it

on Shabbos. (M.B. 86)




