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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 307 Seif 19:

Merchandise that will become ruined on Shabbos by
rain or something else, if a flood (from a river or body
of water) will ruin one’s possessions or if a barrel of
wine is about to break it is permitted to call a gentile
even though one is certain the gentile will save one’s
possessions. (Whether it is permitted to cover one's
merchandise, fruit or something else from rain, see
below siman 338:7.) It is also permitted to say to a
gentile, “Anyone who saves my stuff will not lose,” sim-
ilar to the allowance to say when there is a fire,
“Anyone who extinguishes the fire will not lose.” Some
maintain that it is permitted only when there is a fire
(See below siman 334).

< It is permitted to call a gentile even if he will have to
perform a Biblical melacha because if it will only in-
volve moving mukizah or transferring something
from a private domain to a karmelis it is permitted to
ask the gentile explicitly for assistance. (M.B. 68)

< One may not speak to him in 2nd person and say, “If
you save it, you will not lose.” (M.B. 70)

< One who follows the lenient opinion will not lose. All
opinions agree that it is permitted to call a gentile
and show him the problem if one does not need to
say anything to him. (M.B. 71)

Siman 307 Seif 20:

If a Jew instructed a gentile to perform a melacha for
him on Shabbos, it is permitted to benefit from that
melacha once the amount of time it takes to perform
that melacha has passed after Shabbos concluded.

< If it was done publicly and people know that the me-
lacha was performed on behalf of a Jew it is prohibit-
ed forever even if the gentile performed the melacha
on his own initiative. (M.B. 72)

Siman 307 Seif 21:

It is prohibited to instruct a gentile to take a piece of
meat and cook it for himself, even if one is not respon-
sible to feed him. But it is permitted to instruct him to
perform a melacha for his own benefit.

< Being that the gentile cannot perform the melacha on
his own it is prohibited even though the Jew does not
benefit from the melacha but it is permitted to tell him
to take his own meat and cook it for himself since it

Instructing a gentile to cook for himself
on Shabbos

Shulchan Aruch Siman 307 Seif 21
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Take this meat and cook it for yourself

Shulchan Aruch (875 'wo) rules that a Jew may not give
meat to a gentile and tell him to cook it for himself, even
if the Jew is not responsible to feed the gentile. Rema
adds that it is permitted to instruct the gentile to do mela-
cha for himself. Mishnah Berurah (7y p0) explains that
although the gentile is cooking for himself, since he could
not perform the melacha without the Jew giving him the
meat, his instructions are encompassed by the prohibition
against instructing a gentile to perform melacha. Howev-
er, it is permitted to instruct the gentile to take his own
meat and cook it for himself. Since the Jew never owned
the meat and the gentile is cooking it for himself it is not
encompassed by the prohibition against instructing a
gentile to perform melacha. When the food belongs to
the gentile it is permitted for the Jew to instruct him to
cook the food even if the Jew is responsible to feed the
gentile and benefits from the fact that the gentile cooked
for himself.

Poskim debate whether it is permitted to allow the gentile
to use wood or water that belongs to the Jew. Chaye Ad-
am (2 'yo 70 595 27n) ruled that one must protest if the
gentile takes wood that belongs to a Jew to cook his food
because it gives the impression as though the gentile is
acting as an agent for the Jew. Rav Nissim Karelitz
(530 591 N9WN T PO Naa N MW VIN) also ruled that it
is prohibited for the Jew to allow the gentile to cook using
his gas. On the other hand, Shulchan Aruch HaRav
(079 1yo) rules that the Jew is not obligated to prevent the
gentile from using items that belong to a Jew but the Jew
may not give them his things to use. Similarly, Rav Shlo-
mo Zalman Auerbach (2>p 'yn Y79 nnadno nav nvnw)
ruled that when the primary food belongs to the gentile, it
is permitted for the gentile to even use water and spices
that belong to the Jew.

does not belong to the Jew. (M.B. 73)
< It is also prohibited to give the gentile meat on erev
Shabbos and instruct him to cook for himself on

Shabbos. (M.B. 74)




