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Halacha Highlight

Overview

Reciting WX »INN X912 on
light bulbs

Shulchan Aruch Siman 298 Seif 15
NMMYPION TINA N

Or inside of glass

Shulchan Aruch (yv 'yo) rules that one who can
see the flame but cannot benefit from the light,
e.g., one is at a distance so that he cannot dis-
tinguish between one coin and another
(N5 pro 27), may not recite the beracha of
WRN NN XML Similarly, if one can benefit from
the light but cannot see the flame, e.g. the flame
is to his side (075 P70 27n), he may also not
recite the beracha. One of the cases that Shul-
chan Aruch mentions is a case in which a flame
is covered with glass and he rules that since one
sees the flame covered rather than directly one
may not recite the beracha. Mishnah Berurah
(79 pro) cites Magen Avrohom who rules that if
one can see a flame through glass it is compa-
rable to seeing it directly and one may recite the
beracha on such a flame. He then notes that in
Biur Halacha he cites many Poskim who sub-
scribe to Shulchan Aruch’s position and as such
one should I'chatchila not recite the beracha on
a flame that is covered by glass. Poskim note
that those who wear glasses wear their glasses
when they recite the beracha without concern for
Shulchan Aruch. However, one who wears tinted
glasses or is wearing sunglasses should remove
them when looking at the flame since one
should see the actual color of the flame
(80 7y N MIX MAIVWN YPDI).

Regarding the use of electric lights, there are
many issues. One primary issue is whether the
burning filament is considered a flame as far as

Siman 298 Seif 15:

If there is a lamp in one’s lap, in a lantern
(Meaning a utensil into which a lamp is placed
so that it does not go out), behind glass or if one
can see the flame but cannot use its light or if
one can use the light but cannot see the flame,
the beracha may not be recited until one sees
the flame and can benefit from the light.

e

» In other words it is in one’s lap in a manner
that one cannot see the flame nor can one
benefit from the light and the case of the lan-
tern is similar. In the case where the flame is
behind glass, although one can see the flame
in order to recite the beracha one must be
able to see the flame directly. Magen
Avrohom and others maintain that the re-
striction is limited to a metal lantern that has
holes in it but if it is made from glass it is con-
sidered as though one can see the flame. Biur
Halacha notes that many Poskim agree with
Shulchan Aruch so one should not I'chatchila
be lenient about this matter. (M.B. 37)

this halacha is concerned. Even if one accepts
that a burning filament is considered a flame
there is an issue of the fact that the flame is cov-
ered by glass and I'chatchila one should not use
a flame that is covered. Therefore, if one could
obtain an exposed flame, even a single candle,
match or lighter, one should not recite the
beracha on a light bulb. When there is no alter-
native, one may use a light bulb but the glass
must be clear. White or other colors are not ac-
ceptable and certainly fluorescent bulbs may not
be used since all opinions agree that there is no
fire in a fluorescent bulb (> Mx M2awWn *poY).




