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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 298 Seif 7:

If one was walking outside of a city and saw light, if the majority of
citizens are idolaters, one may not recite the beracha but if the ma-
jority of citizens are Jews, or even 50/50 the beracha may be recited.

Siman 298 Seif 8:
One may recite the beracha on fire generated from wood or

stones but on motzai Yom HaKippurim one may not recite the
beracha on them.

o,

+ The beracha is to demonstrate that one was not permitted to use
fire on Yom Kippur but now it is permitted and for that reason
one may only recite the beracha on a fire that rested, meaning
that was lit before Yom Kippur and was not used for all of Yom
Kippur. (M.B. 26)

Siman 298 Seif 9:

One may recite the beracha on coals that are burning so strongly
that if one were to place a toothpick between them it would ignite
and only if they were kindled to provide light.

% If they were kindled to generate warmth one may not recite the
beracha on them. (M.B. 27)

Siman 298 Seif 10:

One may not recite the beracha on a furnace that is first heating
bricks since its purpose is not to provide illumination but after the
bricks were heated it is used for illumination and one may recite
the beracha on it.

Siman 298 Seif 11:

Regarding the lamp in a bais haknesses, if there is a prominent
person there, one may recite the beracha on that lamp but if not,
one may not recite the beracha. Some authorities maintain the
opposite is true. If there is an attendant who eats there one may
recite the beracha as long as the moon does not shine its light
there.

R/

% In a bais midrash, if people study there and lamps are kindled
for that purpose one may recite the beracha. (M.B. 28)

+ The disagreement relates to when the lamp is kindled to provide
illumination. All opinions agree that if one extinguished the
flame and then rekindled it for havdala it may certainly be used.
(M.B. 29)

It was kindled to provide illumination so that he could eat. Rosh
writes that nowadays we do not recite the beracha on a candle
from a bais haknesses since it was not intended to provide illu-
mination and he refers to the candle that rests by the amud. One
may not recite the beracha on a yahrizeit candle. (M.B. 30)

¢ If the moon provides illumination the function of the candle is to

provide honor to the Shechinah. (M.B. 31)

Siman 298 Seif 12:

The beracha is not recited on the candle kindled for the deceased
since its function is not to provide illumination. Therefore, if a can-
dle was carried ahead of a corpse and would have been kindled
even if they were transporting the corpse during the day but it hap-
pened to be that they transported the corpse at night, the beracha
may not be recited on that candle.

+» It was kindled to honor the deceased. (M.B. 32)

A blind person reciting the beracha on the candle

Shulchan Aruch Siman 298 Seif 13
79312 19K NIYO

A blind person does not recite the beracha

Shulchan Aruch (> 'vo) rules that a blind person does not recite the
beracha of wxn »ixn 812, Mishnah Berurah (15 p70) explains that
a prerequisite to the recitation of the beracha is the ability to benefit
from the light to the degree that one could distinguish between
coins from different countries and a blind person is incapable of
benefiting from the light to this degree. Poskim note that this ruling
is not limited to one who is blind, but even a person with weak vi-
sion who cannot benefit from the light to the degree that he could
distinguish between coins may not recite the beracha and should
listen to its recitation by someone who is capable of benefiting from
the light. If someone blind wishes to recite the beracha on the
candle for his children for chinuch, according to Kaf HaChaim
(070 MN) he may do so. He bases his ruling on Shulchan Aruch’s
earlier ruling (0 'yo wx1 »o) regarding the recitation of the beracha
on besamim by someone who cannot smell. Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach (v yn 8708 Inobna naw nvnv) adds that the recitation of
the beracha on the candle in this case does not constitute an inter-
ruption between 1931 19 X112 and drinking the wine.

Although Shulchan Aruch here rules that a blind person does not
recite the beracha on the candle he does rule (x#po o0 »o) that
blind person recites the beracha on the new moon — kiddush leva-
na. The reason is that the beracha on the new moon is recited over
the event of the appearance of the new moon and additionally
blind people benefit from the light of the moon in the sense that
others who benefit from the light can assist blind people to walk at
night. Biur Halacha (pynn 171 ow) further explains that although the
beracha on the candle for havdala is also recited on the existence
of fire, there is a difference between a beracha recited following
seeing and benefiting from light (havdala) and a beracha recited
for just benefiting from the light (kiddush levana).

“*  Magen Avrohom writes that one may not recite the beracha on a
candle kindled for a chosson for the same reason. (M.B. 33)

Siman 298 Seif 13:
A blind person does not recite the beracha.

+ Pri Megadim remains uncertain whether a blind person may re-
cite the beracha for others but he may recite the rest of havdala.
(M.B. 34)

Siman 298 Seif 14:

If people were sitting in a bais midrash and someone brought
them a flame, one person recites the beracha for the others.

7

+  Shulchan Aruch refers to where they already recited havdala but
did not have a candle at that time. (M.B. 35)

+  Although this causes more bitul Torah since it interrupts every-

one’s Torah study, nevertheless, it is preferred due to the princi-

ple of 751 m177 Dy 2171. Authorities write that one who already

recited NN >INND X2 may repeat it for the members of his

household. (M.B. 36)




