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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 256 Seif 1:

When the Jewish people had their own settlements they would
blow six blasts on erev Shabbos in order to stop people from
doing work. It is the custom in holy communities that a repre-
sentative of the community makes an announcement about
half an hour or an hour before Shabbos to prepare for Shab-
bos and this replaces the shofar blasts of the past and it is an
appropriate practice to observe in all places.

®,

% This is half an hour before the sun becomes covered. Some-
one should be sent to the people who work even earlier than
this which is about two and a half hours before the emer-
gence of stars which is the time of mincha ketana, i.e. about
an hour and a quarter before the sun becomes covered. Ma-
gen Avrohom writes that store owners should close their
shops an hour before Shabbos. (M.B. 1)

% In large communities where it is not possible to make such

announcements it is appropriate to find donors who will hire

people who will run through the streets and encourage peo-
ple to close their shops and kindle Shabbos lights. Such peo-

ple will merit children who will be gedolei Yisroel. (M.B. 2)

Siman 257 Seif 1:

It is prohibited to insulate a pot even with a material that does
not add heat, but during bein hashemashos pots may be insu-
lated. It is prohibited to insulate with a material that adds heat
even during the day and if one insulated a pot of food with
material that adds heat the food is prohibited even b’dieved.
This is limited to a cold food that becomes heated or if shrivel-
ing is beneficial but if it merely maintains its heat it is permit-
ted. Some maintain that if one forgot and inadvertently insu-
lated a food with a material that adds heat it is permitted for
consumption. (Some authorities maintain that this prohibition
is limited to where one needs the food for the night meal but if
one insulates the food for the next day it is permitted to insu-
lote it before Shabbos with a material that adds heat and
b’dieved one may rely on this opinion as long as one does not
become accustomed to doing so.

®,

% This is prohibited out of concern that one will discover that the
food is cool and will bring it to a boil which violates the prohi-
bition against cooking. Even if the food is not subject to cook-
ing there is a concern that one will stoke the coals. (M.B. 1)

% If one needs the food after Shabbos it is evident from siman
609 in the Rema that one may not insulate the food under
any circumstance but Magen Avrohom questions the rationale
of the ruling and concludes that it represents a custom to be
stringent. (M.B. 4)

% The concern is that one will insulate the pot in ashes that con-
tain coals which will become stoked. (M.B. 5)

% Pri Megadim writes that even if one insulated the food before
chatzos it is prohibited. (M.B. 6)

% Shulchan Aruch refers to a b’dieved circumstance but

I'chatchila it is prohibited even if shriveling would be detri-

When to daven ma’ariv Shabbos night

Shulchan Aruch Siman 256 Seif 1
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To stop the people from performing melacha

Shulchan Aruch and Rema ¢x 'yo w57 »p) mention different
practices that were followed in different eras to inform people of
the onset of Shabbos. Shulchan Aruch mentions that they had the
practice to blow six shofar blasts to inform the people that Shab-
bos was going to begin so that they refrain from doing melacha.
Rema references the practice to send messengers in the streets to
announce to the people that Shabbos was coming. Mishnah Beru-
rah (N7po) warns shopkeepers especially to close their shops early
out of concern that a business deal may arise at the last minute
which could potentially lead to a desecration of Shabbos.

Mishnah Berurah (ow) mentions another concern and that is the
erroneous impression people have that as long as they have not
yet recited borchu or Kabbalas Shabbos it is permitted to perform
melacha even though it is already nighttime. For this reason he
advocates starting Kabbalas Shabbos before the actual onset of
Shabbos. Sha’ar HaTziyun (n7po) in the name of Pri Megadim
writes that Kabbalas Shabbos should be recited early, but borchu
should not be recited until the time for shema. Sha’ar HaTziyun
then suggests that this was true in the time of Pri Megadim, but
nowadays if this practice were to be followed people would not
listen and would not arrive until right before ma’ariv. Therefore,
following the advice of many gedolim, many communities have
the practice to daven ma’ariv after Kabbalas Shabbos in order to
assure that people will not desecrate Shabbos. However, when
following this practice one should make sure to repeat shema
when one returns home. Even if most people do not repeat shema
at that time they should nevertheless daven ma’ariv after Kabba-
las Shabbos and rely on the fact that people will repeat shema
before they go to sleep.

mental. (M.B. 7)

% Magen Avrohom writes that if one who insulates a food on
Shabbos with a material that does not add heat the food is
b'dieved permitted even though one violated a prohibition
since it merely maintained its heat. (M.B. 8)

% Many authorities contend that according to Shulchan Aruch it
is prohibited until after Shabbos even if it was done inadvert-
ently but in a circumstance of need one may rely on the leni-
ent opinion since many authorities subscribe to the position.
(M.B. 10)

% This opinion also permits insulating a food that is fully cooked
since one will not stoke the coals and it would be permitted
even if one intends to eat the food for the night meal. (M.B.
11)

% The implication is that if one is accustomed to doing this it is
prohibited even b’dieved and the reason is that this opinion is
not well founded. (M.B. 12)




