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It is permitted to prepare one’s clothing and utensils It is permitted to prepare one’s clothing and utensils It is permitted to prepare one’s clothing and utensils It is permitted to prepare one’s clothing and utensils 
for Shabbos the entire day.for Shabbos the entire day.for Shabbos the entire day.for Shabbos the entire day. One may also prepare 
his friend’s clothing if it is needed for Shabbos if he 
does not take payment. The same is true regarding The same is true regarding The same is true regarding The same is true regarding 
one who writes sefarim in the course of his studies. one who writes sefarim in the course of his studies. one who writes sefarim in the course of his studies. one who writes sefarim in the course of his studies. 
But it is prohibited to write for a friend for payment. 
One may cut his hair all day even from a Jewish bar-
ber. One should slightly limit the time he spends 
studying Torah so that he can prepare his Shabbos 
needs. 
 

 If one is poor without anything to eat it is permit-
ted to take payment. Any activities that are permit-
ted on erev Pesach and chol hamoed are permit-
ted on erev Shabbos. If one has bread but would 
like to obtain meat, fish and good beverages it is 
also permitted. (M.B. 5) 

 One who writes sta”m should not write on erev 
Shabbos if it is for payment. (M.B. 6) 

 It is permitted even if the barber takes payment, 
and the reason is that it is obvious to everyone that 
it is done to honor Shabbos. This is in contrast to 
one who repairs garments where it is not evident 
that it is done to honor Shabbos. For this reason a 
Jewish barber should not give a haircut to a gentile 
at this time. Magen Avrohom relates that Arizal 
would not get a haircut after mincha even on erev 
Shabbos. Common practice to not be concerned 
with this even after mincha ketana seems to be 
based on the fact that people are called to the bais 
haknesses and there is little concern that one will 
miss the time for davening. (M.B. 7) 

 For this reason, in some places they do not have 
yeshiva on erev Shabbos. Seder HaYom writes 
that one who has a set schedule or studies with 
others should not skip learning on erev Shabbos. 
(M.B. 8) 

 If one has domestic help who could prepare for 
Shabbos it is unnecessary for him to personally 
prepare, and certainly when the preparations were 
done on Friday he should learn according to his 
regular schedule except that he should do some-
thing to prepare for Shabbos. (M.B. 9) 
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 ומסתפרין כל היום

It is permitted to cut one’s hair the entire dayIt is permitted to cut one’s hair the entire dayIt is permitted to cut one’s hair the entire dayIt is permitted to cut one’s hair the entire day    
 

Rema rules that it is permitted for one to have his hair 
cut the entire day of erev Shabbos, even if the barber is 
Jewish. Mishnah Berurah (סק"ז) adds that it is permitted 
even if the barber is paid for his services. The reason is 
that it is evident to everyone that the haircut involves 
honoring Shabbos and for that reason it is permitted 
despite the fact that it involves a melacha. This is in 
contrast to repairing garments. When one repairs a 
garment, it is not evident that the activity is done to 
honor Shabbos and thus is prohibited on Erev Shab-
bos. Magen Avrohom relates that the Arizal was careful 
and would not cut his hair after Mincha even on erev 
Shabbos. Later Poskim explain that the intent was that 
once the time to daven mincha arrived he would not 
cut his hair and the emphasis on erev Shabbos was 
that even though there is a mitzvah to prepare one’s 
self for Shabbos he would not cut his hair once mincha 
time arrived if he did not yet daven mincha. Mishnah 
Berurah then observes that people are generally not 
careful about this matter, and he assumes that it is due 
to the fact that someone calls people to come to the 
bais haknesses to daven which mitigates the concern 
that people will miss the time for davening. 
 

Poskim write that nowadays, although even during the 
week people are not called to the bais haknesses to 
daven, there is no prohibition against cutting one’s hair 
in the afternoon before davening. The reason is that 
nowadays haircutting is considered a simple activity 
which takes a relatively short amount of time and there 
is no concern that the scissors will break as one is re-
ceiving a haircut that could possibly significantly delay 
the process. However, there are authorities who ex-
plain that Arizal’s practice to refrain from cutting his 
hair was kabbalistically based and was not related to 
whether he had already davened mincha. According to 
their opinion, one should not cut his hair in the after-
noon regardless of whether he davened mincha  
 .(פסקי תשובות אות ג')

Halacha Highlight Overview 


