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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 229 Seif 1:

One who sees a rainbow recites: 9511 12 /N ANX TNA
INNNA DOPY I PN 1130, One may not gaze at a
rainbow for an extended period of time.

< It is not worthwhile to tell a friend about the appear-
ance of a rainbow since it is not proper to share bad
news — N2T N8N, (M.B. 1)

< If one sees another rainbow within thirty days of the
first one the beracha is repeated since the first
beracha no longer exists. (M.B. 2)

< Rambam and Tur maintain that one should say yaxn.
(M.B. 3)

< The eyesight of one who gazes at a rainbow will be-

come weakened. One should look at it and recite the

beracha. (M.B. 5)

Siman 229 Seif 2:

One who sees the sun at the beginning of its cycle,
which is every 28 years when the tekufah is at the be-
ginning of the night of the fourth day, on that Wednes-
day morning one recites mwxsa nwyn nwiy 3. One
also recites this beracha when one sees the moon in its
purity, the stars in their watches and the constellations
in their proper time. This occurs when the moon re-
turns to the constellation of Aries at the beginning of
the month and does not lean to the north or south.
Similarly, when each of the five remaining stars returns
to the beginning of the constellation of Aries without
leaning to the north or south and any time one sees
Aries arise from the eastern edge.
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% This is when the sun returns to the beginning of its
cycle. (M.B. 6)

This refers to the tekufah of Nissan. (M.B. 7)
L’chatchila the beracha should be recited as early as
possible and it is preferable for it to be recited in a
large crowd. B’dieved, it may be recited until the third
hour of the day but many authorities contend that it
could be recited even with Hashem’s Name
and mention of His Kingdom in a pressing
circumstance until midday. Chasam Sofer writes that
if one could recognize the shape of the sun one may
recite the beracha even though it is covered in
clouds. He also writes that one should also recite:
DYN M N NN 1990 before the beracha and after the
beracha one recites: owynn 95 9 NIx 9-p until
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The beracha on a rainbow

Shulchan Aruch Siman 229 Seif 1
nypn AN

One who sees the rainbow

Shulchan Aruch (X 'yo) writes that one who sees a
rainbow recites the beracha: 13N 7911 "N N NNX TN
DNKE O 22 N, Biur Halacha raises an
interesting question that he does not resolve. He won-
ders whether it is necessary for one to see the full bow
of the rainbow in order to recite the beracha or wheth-
er it is sufficient to see a mere part of the bow. Rav
Moshe Sternbuch rules that since the matter is subject
to doubt one should not recite the beracha unless he
sees the entire bow. Shulchan Aruch adds that it is pro-
hibited to gaze at the rainbow for an extended period
of time. Mishnah Berurah (n7po) citing the Gemara
Chagigah (16a) writes that the eyes of one who gazes
at a rainbow for an extended period of time will be-
come weak. One should merely see the rainbow and
recite the beracha. Sefer Mikor Chaim )
(M25NN NYPa PN INNN Yyan writes that one who s
informed that there is a rainbow outside is not obligat-
ed to go out in order to recite the beracha and espe-
cially one who is in the middle of learning should not
interrupt in order to recite the beracha. Bartenurah
(v s man) includes this in the Mishnah’s warning
against one who is learning as he is walking who inter-
rupts in order to comment about a beautiful aspect of
the world (nwn »n).

Poskim write that it is unnecessary for one to stand
when he recites the beracha although those who are
meticulous in their mifzvah performance do stand dur-
ing the recitation of the beracha. The beracha is recited
once per storm. In the event that the clouds dissipated
and then new clouds gathered in the sky and created a
new rainbow the beracha may be repeated even the
same day. If one did not recite the beracha immediate-
ly upon seeing the rainbow the beracha may be recited
as long as rainbow is still visible ('~ mx Mm21wn *poY).

9-p a5 0Moon Dnwn LwTpn nvm followed by Wby
and kaddish. (M.B. 8)
< Nowadays the custom is not to recite this beracha.

(M.B. 9)




