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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 221 Seif 1:

If one was distressed by the lack of rain and then the
rain fell one recites a beracha even though the rain
was not sufficient to fructify, as long as there was suffi-
cient rain to produce bubbles from the rain that go out
to greet one another. The reason the practice of recit-
ing this beracha is no longer followed is that in these
countries rain falls regularly and does not stop for ex-
tended periods of time.

% It is possible that in Eretz Yisroel where it is com-
mon for there to be an extended dry season when
the first rain falls and everyone is joyous it is possi-
ble that as a matter of course one should recite the
beracha the first time that it rains. Pri Megadim
implies that one does not recite the beracha the
first time it rains if the weather patterns followed
their normal pattern. (M.B. 1)

< People are not so joyous when it rains but even in
these countries if there is an extended period with-

out rain causing the world distress and then rain
fell, the beracha is recited. (M.B. 2)

Siman 221 Seif 2:

What is the beracha? If one does not own a field one

recites: N7HIY N9VY NV Y3 HY 1PMIV-N /N TH NNIN BTN
TRV NN 1993 1T DN )N 1) D NIPY NIN 19 YN 1Y

»MaYn and one concludes: mxMNN 29 Y-p A NN A, If
one owns a field with a partner he recites: 2’vnm 2100
and if he does not have a partner he recites 1nnv.
Some maintain that one who hears that rain fell recites
201" 10N,

% In other words Hashem is good to him and others
with him, i.e. his partner. Many later authorities
imply that even one’s wife and children constitute
partners for this matter. (M.B. 4)

» A gentile partner is not considered a partner for
this matter. (M.B. 6)

% This means that one did not personally hear that
rain fell but merely heard it from others. If one
does not own a field one does not recite any
beracha. Shitah Mikubetzes concludes that there is
no difference between one who sees the rain or

The beracha on rainfall

Shulchan Aruch Siman 221 Seif 1
DY) NINY HINN 9¥8a 1N ON

If one was distressed by the lack of rain

Shulchan Aruch (x 'yo) teaches that when rain falls
following a period of time that rain did not fall causing
distress, one recites a beracha. In seif 2 Shulchan Aruch
presents three different options regarding the wording of
the beracha when rain falls after a period of drought de-
pending upon one’s circumstances. There is one wording
to recite if one is not a land owner. In the event that one
owns land in partnership with someone else, he recites
the beracha of 2>0nm 210N, meaning that Hashem is
good to him as well as his partner. Mishnah Berurah
(7o) notes that according to many later authorities even
one's wife or children are considered partners for this
matter and one would recite the beracha of 2>vnm 10n.
In the event that he owns a field by himself he recites the
beracha of w»nnw. Biur Halacha (»nnv 172n 1)
suggests that even one who owns a field by himself
should recite the beracha of 2>vnm 219N since the rain
provides benefits to other field owners and it would be
accurate to express appreciation for the benefit that Ha-
shem provided him and others. He answers that in order
to recite 220nmM 20N for benefit that Hashem provides to
others it is necessary to share the benefit with another.
The fact that others also benefit is not sufficient to up-
grade the beracha to 2>0nM 210N.

Ritva (-1 myn) rules that one who owns one field by
himself and another field in partnership with another per-
son should recite the beracha of W nnv as well as
oM 0N. Bnei Zion (8757 »D) explains that Ritva’s
ruling that one who falls in two categories recites two
berachos is consistent with Ritva’s other ruling that some-
one who owns a field by himself recites v nnw for his
field and "2 15 whax o>1m for the benefit that others have
from the rain. Accordingly, since all other Poskim main-
tain that one who owns a field by himself recites only
13Nnv, one who owns one field by himself and another
in partnership only recites 2>0nM 20n.

hears that it rained but one should not recite the
beracha as is the case whenever there is a dispute
whether a beracha should be recited. (M.B. 7)




