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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 216 Seif 10:

If one has fragrant wood, fragrant herbs and other va-
rieties of fragrances one should recite the appropriate
beracha for each one. If one recited on all of them
omwa 9 8 he discharged his obligation. Regarding
the question of whether it is necessary to give precedent
to the wood ahead of the herbs, see above siman 210.

< L’chatchila one should recite a separate beracha on
each fragrant item and the order is: fragrant wood,
fragrant herbs and then other fragrances. If many
items became mixed together or if many items are
bundled together so that one cannot smell one with-
out the other he should recite onwa »»n NxM2. Some
authorities contend that one should cut off a small
piece from each item in the bundle so that he could
recite the appropriate beracha on each one. (M.B.
39 )

< This is true when one explicitly has in mind the other
varieties but otherwise the beracha does not cover
them. Later authorities note that just like the
beracha on the wood does not cover the herbs so
too the beracha on the herbs does not cover the
wood. (M.B. 39 (2))

< A dispute is mentioned there whether one must pri-
oritize fruit of a tree ahead of fruit of the ground. In
our case if both are equally preferred one should
give precedence to the wood since the beracha is
more specific. (M.B. 40)

Siman 216 Seif 11:

If one was given myrtle and fragrant oil to smell and
the berachos are the same one should recite the
beracha on the myrtle which covers the oil. If they do
not share the same beracha one should recite the
beracha on the myrtle first.

% The myrtle itself smells nice as opposed to the oil
which merely absorbed smell from something else.
For that reason the myrtle takes precedence. When
reciting the beracha one should hold the myrtle in
his right hand and the oil in his left hand. (M.B. 43)

» Even though balsam oil has a natural smell and the
oil was not infused by another ingredient and the
beracha is specific, nevertheless, since the myrtle is
still intact it is considered more important. (M.B. 45)

Reciting one beracha on many spices

Shulchan Aruch Siman 216 Seif 10
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One recites the appropriate beracha on each one

Shulchan Aruch (» 'yo) addresses the circumstance in
which one has different varieties of spices before him
that he intends to smell. He rules that one should recite
the appropriate beracha for each one of the spices
separately rather than recite one beracha that would
encompass all the different varieties. Rema adds, how-
ever, that if one recited onwa >»n xM1 on all of them
he has discharged his obligation. Mishnah Berurah
(@ n”5 pro) notes that Rema’s ruling is similar to
Shulchan Aruch’s ruling in seif 2 but there is one im-
portant difference between them. In seif 2 one holds
many varieties of spices in his hand at once and recites
Dnva »n XM on the entire collection. In this seif
Rema refers to where one takes one of the spices upon
which one recites owa »»n N2 and has in mind to
discharge the requirement to recite the berachos on the
other varieties of spices. Mishnah Berurah ((3) v"5 pro)
also notes that the beracha omwa >»n M1 is effective
for the other spices only if one had them specifically in
mind but if he did not have them specifically in mind
they are not covered by the beracha.

Aruch HaShulchan (x» ryo) writes that when one has
many spices bundled together one may recite
onva »n XM even |'chatchila on the bunch. This is
different from the case of one who has many foods in
front of him and wishes to recite 9onw and discharge his
obligation to recite a beracha on the other foods. The
reason that should not be done is that when it comes to
the different foods one is eating each one separately;
therefore, the correct beracha should be recited on each
food. In the case of the spices that are bundled together
one smells them all at the same time and it is
acceptable to recite one beracha that will include them
all. However, Mishnah Berurah in the name of Elya
Rabba advocates taking a piece of the different spices
and reciting a separate beracha on each, indicating that
he does not accept Aruch HaShulchan’s position
(27 MIN MAIVN SPOI).




