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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 200 Seif 2:

One is only required to pause until they say:
"9 Ywun nvaxw aa and then he may finish the meal
without reciting a new beracha. Some maintain that
one must pause until after the words Y50 nx 130 and
this is the custom. If one had the intent to resume
eating bread, even though he did not eat bread
when he is ready to recite birkas hamazon he begins

with the beracha of y1n and certainly this is true if he
did eat bread.

» If he did not intend to continue eating he must
wash and repeat the beracha of hamotzi before he
eats. (M.B. 7)

< Even though the beracha of 110 is not part of the
zimun, it is nevertheless connected since birkas
zimun does not contain Hashem’s name and a
mention of His Kingdom. (M.B. 8)

» If one did not intend to eat and in fact did not eat
he begins birkas hamazon from 75 n71 since he
fulfilled the obligation to recite 30 when he listened
to the zimun. (M.B. 9)

% Poskim write that an individual who pauses for two
people may pause numerous times if additional
people arrive after he answered the two people
from his first group. If there were five people in a
group and one person answered the zimun of two
of them he may not answer the zimun of the other
two. However, if there was a group of seven or
eight people and one answered to the zimun of two
of them he may answer the zimun since their obli-
gation to form a zimun remained in force being
that there were more than three people that had
not formed a zimun. (M.B. 9)

% Three or four people would have to pause so that

the others could form a zimun of ten but in this case

all opinions agree that it is sufficient to finish their
pause at the words woonw WS-8 7Ma. If they
continue to eat together they may form a zimun
and they may also join another group of six people
to include Hashem’s Name in the zimun. If five
people paused for five people they may combine
with another five people if they eat at least an
olive’s volume of bread together. (M.B. 9)

Answering to the zimun of others

Shulchan Aruch Siman 200 Seif 2
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It is unnecessary for him to pause etc.

Shulchan Aruch discusses one who interrupts his
eating to be able to participate in the zimun of oth-
ers. Shulchan Aruch’s position is that he only needs
to wait until the others say 21 Yown wHoxw 7172 and
then he may resume eating. Mishnah Berurah
(»po) explains that once one hears through the end
of woonw M2 he has fulfilled his obligation of
participating in the zimun. Rema disagrees and
cites authorities that the one who is interrupting his
meal to answer the zimun must wait until the one
leading birkas hamazon finishes the words of the
beracha of 550 nx y1n. Although the beracha of 10
is not entirely related to the zimun since it is said
even when one recites birkas hamazon by himself,
nevertheless, it is considered part of the zimun since
the section of 7723 does not contain a mention of
Hashem’s Name or His Kingdom (n”po a71n). Rema
confirms that our custom is to follow this practice.

There are many Poskim who maintain that when
reciting birkas hamazon as part of a zimun one
must pay attention and listen to the leader until he
finishes the beracha of ywn. It happens to be that
many people are not particular about this and the
reason is that it is difficult for people to recite birkas
hamazon at the same pace as the one who is lead-
ing birkas hamazon. Due to that difficulty they fol-
low Shulchan Aruch’s opinion that it is unnecessary
to listen to the leader recite the beracha of 0. In
the case of one who is interrupting his meal to an-
swer the zimun but will resume eating this rationali-
zation does not apply. Accordingly, one must be
careful to listen to the leader recite the entire
beracha of y3n. Even if he intends on participating
in another zimun he is obligated to pay attention to
the leader’s recitation of the entire beracha
(18 'y T MIN MWD YPOI).




