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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 188 Seif 7:

If one erred and did not mention Rosh Chodesh whether during the
day or at night he should say: 119ty Sx9w> myy oowIn HuNy MY T2
without a concluding beracha. This applies if he realizes before he
begins the beracha of 2>01nm 2107 but if he does not realize until after
he began 22vnm 2101 he does not go back since he is not obligated to
eat bread in a quantity that requires birkas hamazon. Chol HaMoed is
similar o Rosh Chodesh. It is possible that it should be mentioned in
the yaMIn section as was explained concerning oooin Yy at the end of
siman 187; however, there may be a distinction being that 83 1oy
includes Hashem’s Name which may not be said for no reason. This
appears correct fo me and this is the custom. When Rosh Chodesh
falls on Shabbos and one mentioned Shabbos but not Rosh Chodesh
and did not realize until he began 22vam 2901 he does not go back. If
he also forgot to mention Shabbos and realized before he began ayon
2vnm he should include Rosh Chodesh with Shabbos and should say:
Pty DIWIN HUNM ANy mnavw 1My but if he began oM 20" he
starts birkas hamazon again and mentions Shabbos and Rosh Cho-
desh. There is an opinion that maintains that one who forget to men-
tion Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh and realized before he began 2y0n
onm should say: P19y @wIN PUNM NN Mnav 1M and he should
conclude by mentioning Shabbos but not Rosh Chodesh.

o,

¢ Since there is no obligation to eat a meal with bread on Rosh Cho-
desh the mentioning of N2 N5y is not essential, therefore if it is
forgotten one is not required to restart birkas hamazon. Magen
Avrohom writes that the same halacha is true with regards to more
than one meal at night and one meal during the day on Yom Tov.
(M.B. 26)

«» If one realizes that he forgot to mention Chol HaMoed before he
began >vnM 2100 he should say: YW OYYN 790 WPO-XR N NN T3
NPV Py S Yy oryin and does not conclude with a
beracha. (M.B. 27)

¢ If one only forgot Shabbos it is clear that there is no reason to in-
clude Rosh Chodesh in this beracha. If one did not realize that he
forgot to mention Shabbos until after he began oM 2010 he must
restart birkas hamazon and repeats 811 nby since the first birkas
hamazon was completely invalid. (M.B. 29)

*¢  Many later authorities agree that one should include in the conclud-

ing beracha a reference to Rosh Chodesh. (M.B. 30)

Saying Na% 09y in the N1 section

Shulchan Aruch Siman 188 Seif 7
YN YNNI YW Na 99910 XD Nyv ON

If one erred and did not mention Rosh Chodesh

Shulchan Aruch discusses a person who forgot to add xan 15y on
Rosh Chodesh. The halacha is that if he realized before he began the
beracha of 2>vnm 201 he should add a beracha at that point that
mentions Rosh Chodesh. If he does not realize until after he began
oM VN he is not required to restart birkas hamazon from the
beginning. The reason is that since one is not obligated to eat a meal
with bread on Rosh Chodesh, Chazal did not establish the require-
ment to mention Rosh Chodesh to such a degree that it would require
a person tfo restart birkas hamazon if it was forgotten. Rema then
mentions that one should mention it in the ynn section similar to
what is done with regards to one who forgot ©oin Yy. He then writes
that there may be a difference between o>oan Sy and xa» ndy in that
oon Yy does not contain Hashem’s Name, whereas a1 nby> does
not contain a mention of Hashem’s name and one should not say
Hashem’s Name in vain.

Biur Halacha (pxy n71) references Magen Avrohom who questions the
source that mentioning Hashem’s Name in the course of a supplica-
tion is prohibited. Eshel Avrohom (wonwovia) suggests that Rema’s
comment was made while bearing in mind that this ruling will be
read by many people. Included in this group are people who are ig-
norant and incapable of understanding even the meaning of the
words. When they recite tefilos that were composed by Chazal it is
acceptable. To add new tefilos that were not composed by Chazal
that will be recited mindlessly could possibly violate the restriction
against saying Hashem’s Name in vain. Based on this explanation he
writes that those who understand the words should say xan nby
quietly so that those who are ignorant should not hear. Others main-
tain that everyone should avoid saying x3» nby in the yn N section
since we generally do not have proper concentration when we read
Hashem’s name. Therefore, once a tefila is not mandated it should
not be recited by anyone to avoid unnecessarily mentioning
Hashem’s Name (7 mx mawn spos).

Stories to Share

The Monthly Festival
7. 5N YD DWTN OWRT YWY T NP D Yy
Today’s amud discusses various halachos of Rosh Chodesh.
The Chemdas Hayamim explains the greatness of Rosh Chodesh in
a very inspiring lesson. “There are many spiritually advanced people
who treat Rosh Chodesh like a festival. Some even close their businesses
to spend the day joyously immersed in Torah and prayer. At the very
least one should also eat a seudah on Rosh Chodesh, since the
Ramabam rules that one fulfills a Torah obligation by eating a meal on
that day or days. The gemara in Shevuos 10 even writes that Rosh Cho-
desh is called a ‘moed,’ since the holiness of Rosh Chodesh is compara-
ble to a mini-Shabbos or Yom Tov. It is not for nothing that the verse
compares Shabbos to Rosh Chodesh: 'nna» wnn oway nne nawn ovar—

[The inner gate of the future sanctuary] shall be opened on the Shabbos
day and on the Chodesh it shall be opened.” And in another verse, monv
nnava nav >Tm wIna win *m—And it will be on each month, on Rosh
Chodesh, and each sevenday, on Shabbos.’

“Qur sages teach that before Yisrael fell into the sin of the golden
calf, all twelve Roshei Chodesh were slated to become full-fledged
Yomim Tovim like the three festivals. Since women were not involved in
the sin of the golden calf, it is customary for women to refrain from
labor on Rosh Chodesh. The reason why it was not declared a full-
fledged holiday for women was to save men the embarrassment of a
monthly reminder of their involvement in the sin of the golden calf. It is
enough to hint at this by women’s custom to refrain from labor on this
day. This explains why we beg Hashem for forgiveness in Mussaf of
Rosh Chodesh.

He concluded, “Yet a trace of this great holiness remains in every
Rosh Chodesh, for both men and women, for which all should happily
declare, "»5m ooy M WpPbN 10 NN WIwN—Fortunate are we and how

good is our portion, how pleasant our destiny...””
19 ,WTNN NINYN 00570 NTHN




