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The Gate of TearsThe Gate of TearsThe Gate of TearsThe Gate of Tears    
 מ"ב ס' ק"ד, ס"ק ג': "ועזרות שלו..."

Today’s daf discusses the holiness of various places 
where people daven. 

The Sar Shalom of Belz built a magnificent shul in the 
city of Belz. When the shul was almost complete people 
requested permission from the rebbe to make a chanu-
kas habayis. “After all,” they insisted, “The only part not 
yet built is the women’s section. That is surely not a rea-
son to hold off on making the celebration.” 

But to their surprise the Sar Shalom absolutely refused 
to allow the chanukas habayis until the women’s section 
was complete. “We find in Bava Metzia 60 that ever since 
the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed the gates of prayer 
have been locked. But the gates of tears have not been 
sealed. So even if we daven here it is not worth too much 

since our prayers will not ascend through the gate of 
tears, which is the only path that is still open. 

“But it is well known that woman often cry as they da-
ven. So if we lack a woman’s section and they have no-
where to daven in our shul, whose tearful davening will 
elevate all of our prayers on high? Clearly this is not yet 
a shul until we have a women’s section through which all 
of our prayers will ascend through the gates of tears!” 

 אמרי דבש, ע' ק"ן

A building leased to a Bais HaKnessesA building leased to a Bais HaKnessesA building leased to a Bais HaKnessesA building leased to a Bais HaKnesses    
 

Shulchan Aruch Siman 154 Seif 1 

 השוכרים בית ומתפללים בו

If one rents a house and davens thereIf one rents a house and davens thereIf one rents a house and davens thereIf one rents a house and davens there    
 

Shulchan Aruch ('סע' ב) rules that if a location is rented for 
davening as a Bais HaKnesses, that space has no sanctity. 
The reason is that since at the end of the lease the owner 
is not obligated to lease the space for a Bais HaKnesses 
again, the presence of the Bais HaKnesses is only tempo-
rary and as such does not become sanctified. In Biur Ha-
lacha (ד"ה השוכרים) he explains that the reason offered in 
Mishnah Berurah is based on Levush but there is another 
understanding of this halacha. According to Mahari ben 
Chaviv this halacha is true only when the government has 
a law against designating a place for davening. As such, 
even when a minyan rents a location to house their Bais 
HaKnesses the place does not become prohibited since 
they may leave that location at any moment. Nowadays, 
however, when a lease is honored and the Bais HaKness-
es can demand to stay in their present location for the 
duration of the lease it is necessary to treat the rented 
space with the sanctity of a Bais HaKnesses. 
 

Poskim ('ע' פסקי תשובות אות ב) write that although as a 
general matter one should adopt a stringent approach 
with regards to rented space that is used for a Bais 
HaKnesses, this approach is limited to behaving in a dis-
respectful manner. There is no prohibition against eating 
or drinking in a rented space used for a Bais HaKnesses 
since the property is only rented, even if the lease is for an 
extended period of time.  This stringent approach is also 
limited to the time that the rented space is used for a Bais 
HaKnesses, when the lease expires the sanctity immedi-
ately dissipates and the space may be rented to a new 
tenant without any of the restrictions related to what he 
may do with the rented space that normally apply to a 
building that served as a Bais HaKnesses. 

Halacha Highlight 
Siman 154 Seif 1:Siman 154 Seif 1:Siman 154 Seif 1:Siman 154 Seif 1:    
 

Even though the tzibbur davens in the town square on Even though the tzibbur davens in the town square on Even though the tzibbur davens in the town square on Even though the tzibbur davens in the town square on 
fast days, it is not sanctified since it is only temporary.  fast days, it is not sanctified since it is only temporary.  fast days, it is not sanctified since it is only temporary.  fast days, it is not sanctified since it is only temporary.  
Similarly, houses and courtyards in which people gather Similarly, houses and courtyards in which people gather Similarly, houses and courtyards in which people gather Similarly, houses and courtyards in which people gather 
to daven occasionally to daven occasionally to daven occasionally to daven occasionally (meaning due to special circum-
stances but not regularly) are not sanctified.are not sanctified.are not sanctified.are not sanctified.    
 

 The town square is where they gather on fast days for 
davening. (M.B. 1) 

 It is obvious that a house that is used for davening but 
remains used as a house as well does not become 
sanctified as a Bais HaKnesses even if they daven 
there regularly since it is not used exclusively for 
davening. (M.B. 2) 

 Whether or not rooms in a synagogue in which 
davening takes place other than the sanctuary be-
come sanctified depends upon its use. (M.B. 3) 

 

Siman 154 Seif 2:Siman 154 Seif 2:Siman 154 Seif 2:Siman 154 Seif 2:    
 

If a house is rented for davening it does not acquire the If a house is rented for davening it does not acquire the If a house is rented for davening it does not acquire the If a house is rented for davening it does not acquire the 
halachic status of a Bais HaKnesses.halachic status of a Bais HaKnesses.halachic status of a Bais HaKnesses.halachic status of a Bais HaKnesses.    
 

 Since at the time of the end of the lease the owner 
could tell them to leave it is only temporary and is not 
sanctified. (M.B. 4) 

 If it was used as a Bais HaMidrash it is sanctified. 
(M.B. 5) 
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