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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 135 Seif 6:4

If a kohen enters the Bais HaKnesses aofter a yisroel began the beracha,
the yisroel should not stop his recitation of the beracha. If he only recit-
ed 1993 it is not considered as though he started the beracha and the
yisroel should stand at the 6imah until the kohen and levi finish reading
and then he reads. If there aren’t any kohanim in the Bais HoKnesses a
yisroel is called in place of a kohen and a levi is not called afterwards.
A levi may be called for the first aliyah and when he is called for the
first aliyoh it should be announced that he is a replacement for the ko-
hen so that people should not mistakenly think that he is a kohen.

¢ Shulchan Aruch means that he already recited the words nnx 7172
n. (M.B. 19)

¢+ Stopping after 1972 will not cause a NbvVaY 1372 since the fzibbur will
answer 19 77ann 0 3. Nevertheless, the kohen should repeat
19712.(M.B. 21)

% There is a disagreement whether a levi may be called for the 4™ or
5" aliyah if a yisroel was called in place of a kohen but according
to the custom that kohanim and /eviim are only called for acharon
and maftirthere is no practical difference. (M.B. 24)

« This applies whether it is a levi or a yisroel called in place of a ko-

hen. (M.B. 25)

Siman 135 Seif 7:

If a kohen and levi are in a Bais HaKnesses and the kohen was called
again not knowing there was a /evi present and the kohen began the
beracha for the second reading he should not be interrupted.

o,

“* Meaning he said '/n nnx 712 but 1372 is not the beginning of the
beracha. (M.B. 26)

Siman 135 Seif 8:

If there aren’t any /eviim in the Bais HaKnesses the kohen who read

first should read again in place of the levi but another kohen should

not be called to read so that people do not conclude that the lineage of
the first kohen was blemished.

% A yisroel should also not be called after the kohen in place of the
levi so that people should not conclude that the something is amiss
with the kohen’s lineage. (M.B. 28)

¢ Later authorities write that on a fast day if the levi is not fasting the
kohen should receive the levi a/iyah and a yisroel should not be
called. (M.B. 29)

Siman 135 Seif 9:

Two /evi’im should not follow one another so that one should not think
that one of them has blemished lineage.

Calling a levi in place of a kohen
Shulchan Aruch Siman 135 Seif 6
173 DY INIWS NP N3N 133 )13 PN ON
If there isn’t a kohen in the Bais HaKnesses a yisroel should be called
up in place of the kohen

Shulchan Aruch (1 ryo) writes that if there are no kohanim present a
yisroel should be called up for the first aliyah and then a levi should
not receive the second a/jyah. Rema adds that although a levi may not
receive the second aliyah following a yisroel he may receive the first
aliyah in place of a kohen. It would seem that the disagreement be-
tween Shulchan Aruch and Rema whether a levi may receive the first
aliyah when there is no kohen relates to the two explanations of Rashi
in the Gemara Gittin (n5»ann nT9m N7 :v"). Abaye there states that
when there is no kohen to receive the first a/jyah the “package” is bro-
ken. In the first explanation Rashi explains that once a kohen does not
receive the first aliyah the levi also loses his importance and does not
get called for an aliyoh. In the second explanation Rashi writes that
once there is no kohen there is no specific order that must be followed
and either a yisroel or a levi may receive the first aliyah. Shulchan
Aruch seems to follow the first explanation and Rema follows the sec-
ond explanation (nwn »n).

Some Poskim maintain that when a kohen is not present a levi should
not receive the first a/iyah so that no one should erroneously think that
he is a levi. Rav Yaakov Emden contends that according to kabbalistic
principles a levi should not receive the first a/jyah. He explains that the
order of kohen-levi-yisroel corresponds to chessed-gevurah-tiferes
and it is incorrect to begin with gevurah. Nevertheless, halacha fol-
lows the opinion of Rema who allows a levi to receive the first aliyah
when there is no kohen present. Some Poskim even contend that Shul-
chan Aruch does not disagree with Rema about this matter and Rema
was merely elaborating on Shulchan Aruch’s position. In the event
that a levi will recite Ym0 or is a chosson he should be given the first
aliyah in the absence of a kohen (» mx mawn >po9).

Stories to Share

"That He Should Not Feel Ashamed"
".Lwmam NowHTY" A" pl'o ,n"op 'oa"n
On today's amud we find that if a kohein was discovered and
summoned to the Torah after a Yisrael had already been called up, the
Yisrael should stand at the bimah until there is a free aliyah for him.
This is done to ensure that the Yisrael is not embarrassed.
Some time after the Alter of Slobodka, zi”l, moved to
Yerushalayim, he fell very ill. He had to be confined to bed and all of
his needs were provided for him by his devoted students. On one oc-

casion, he needed to be given a spoonful of water to help him wash
down his medicine. One of the talmidim attending him brought him a
spoon filled from a bottle of clear liquid on the kitchen table. Although
he thought it was water, it was actually rubbing alcohol left there by
mistake.

When the Alter took this spoon of “water” into his mouth, he near-
ly choked. As he was gagging in great pain, he noticed that the stu-
dent responsible for the blunder was slinking out the door, obviously
deeply embarrassed to have been the cause of the great rav’s distress.

The moment the Alter could speak, despite the fact that he was still
unwell as a result of the alcohol, he requested that this student be
brought before him. As it turned out, the student only came the next
day when the Alter was completely recovered from the experience. As
the student entered the room in a downcast manner, the Alter received
him with a glowing countenance and said, “Don’t feel bad about yes-
terday. You actually caused me great happiness. Although at first | was
very afraid, when | realized that there would be no adverse effects |
was filled with joy and gratitude. The error brought me a gain—a feel-
ing of elation and relief—and so it was not a loss at alll”

With these comforting words, the student’s shame dissolved com-
pletely and he again felt at ease in his rebbi’s presence.
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yisroel should be called up for the first aliyah and then a levi should
not receive the second a/jyah. Rema adds that although a levi may not
receive the second aliyah following a yisroel he may receive the first
aliyah in place of a kohen. It would seem that the disagreement be-
tween Shulchan Aruch and Rema whether a levi may receive the first
aliyah when there is no kohen relates to the two explanations of Rashi
in the Gemara Gittin (n5»ann nT9m N7 :v"). Abaye there states that
when there is no kohen to receive the first a/jyah the “package” is bro-
ken. In the first explanation Rashi explains that once a kohen does not
receive the first aliyah the levi also loses his importance and does not
get called for an aliyoh. In the second explanation Rashi writes that
once there is no kohen there is no specific order that must be followed
and either a yisroel or a levi may receive the first aliyah. Shulchan
Aruch seems to follow the first explanation and Rema follows the sec-
ond explanation (nwn »n).

Some Poskim maintain that when a kohen is not present a levi should
not receive the first a/iyah so that no one should erroneously think that
he is a levi. Rav Yaakov Emden contends that according to kabbalistic
principles a levi should not receive the first a/jyah. He explains that the
order of kohen-levi-yisroel corresponds to chessed-gevurah-tiferes
and it is incorrect to begin with gevurah. Nevertheless, halacha fol-
lows the opinion of Rema who allows a levi to receive the first aliyah
when there is no kohen present. Some Poskim even contend that Shul-
chan Aruch does not disagree with Rema about this matter and Rema
was merely elaborating on Shulchan Aruch’s position. In the event
that a levi will recite Ym0 or is a chosson he should be given the first
aliyah in the absence of a kohen (» mx mawn >po9).
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"That He Should Not Feel Ashamed"
".Lwmam NowHTY" A" pl'o ,n"op 'oa"n
On today's amud we find that if a kohein was discovered and
summoned to the Torah after a Yisrael had already been called up, the
Yisrael should stand at the bimah until there is a free aliyah for him.
This is done to ensure that the Yisrael is not embarrassed.
Some time after the Alter of Slobodka, zi”l, moved to
Yerushalayim, he fell very ill. He had to be confined to bed and all of
his needs were provided for him by his devoted students. On one oc-

casion, he needed to be given a spoonful of water to help him wash
down his medicine. One of the talmidim attending him brought him a
spoon filled from a bottle of clear liquid on the kitchen table. Although
he thought it was water, it was actually rubbing alcohol left there by
mistake.

When the Alter took this spoon of “water” into his mouth, he near-
ly choked. As he was gagging in great pain, he noticed that the stu-
dent responsible for the blunder was slinking out the door, obviously
deeply embarrassed to have been the cause of the great rav’s distress.

The moment the Alter could speak, despite the fact that he was still
unwell as a result of the alcohol, he requested that this student be
brought before him. As it turned out, the student only came the next
day when the Alter was completely recovered from the experience. As
the student entered the room in a downcast manner, the Alter received
him with a glowing countenance and said, “Don’t feel bad about yes-
terday. You actually caused me great happiness. Although at first | was
very afraid, when | realized that there would be no adverse effects |
was filled with joy and gratitude. The error brought me a gain—a feel-
ing of elation and relief—and so it was not a loss at alll”

With these comforting words, the student’s shame dissolved com-
pletely and he again felt at ease in his rebbi’s presence.
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hen. (M.B. 25)
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If a kohen and levi are in a Bais HaKnesses and the kohen was called
again not knowing there was a /evi present and the kohen began the
beracha for the second reading he should not be interrupted.

o,

“* Meaning he said '/n nnx 712 but 1372 is not the beginning of the
beracha. (M.B. 26)
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first should read again in place of the levi but another kohen should

not be called to read so that people do not conclude that the lineage of
the first kohen was blemished.

% A yisroel should also not be called after the kohen in place of the
levi so that people should not conclude that the something is amiss
with the kohen’s lineage. (M.B. 28)

¢ Later authorities write that on a fast day if the levi is not fasting the
kohen should receive the levi a/iyah and a yisroel should not be
called. (M.B. 29)
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Shulchan Aruch (1 ryo) writes that if there are no kohanim present a
yisroel should be called up for the first aliyah and then a levi should
not receive the second a/jyah. Rema adds that although a levi may not
receive the second aliyah following a yisroel he may receive the first
aliyah in place of a kohen. It would seem that the disagreement be-
tween Shulchan Aruch and Rema whether a levi may receive the first
aliyah when there is no kohen relates to the two explanations of Rashi
in the Gemara Gittin (n5»ann nT9m N7 :v"). Abaye there states that
when there is no kohen to receive the first a/jyah the “package” is bro-
ken. In the first explanation Rashi explains that once a kohen does not
receive the first aliyah the levi also loses his importance and does not
get called for an aliyoh. In the second explanation Rashi writes that
once there is no kohen there is no specific order that must be followed
and either a yisroel or a levi may receive the first aliyah. Shulchan
Aruch seems to follow the first explanation and Rema follows the sec-
ond explanation (nwn »n).

Some Poskim maintain that when a kohen is not present a levi should
not receive the first a/iyah so that no one should erroneously think that
he is a levi. Rav Yaakov Emden contends that according to kabbalistic
principles a levi should not receive the first a/jyah. He explains that the
order of kohen-levi-yisroel corresponds to chessed-gevurah-tiferes
and it is incorrect to begin with gevurah. Nevertheless, halacha fol-
lows the opinion of Rema who allows a levi to receive the first aliyah
when there is no kohen present. Some Poskim even contend that Shul-
chan Aruch does not disagree with Rema about this matter and Rema
was merely elaborating on Shulchan Aruch’s position. In the event
that a levi will recite Ym0 or is a chosson he should be given the first
aliyah in the absence of a kohen (» mx mawn >po9).
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On today's amud we find that if a kohein was discovered and
summoned to the Torah after a Yisrael had already been called up, the
Yisrael should stand at the bimah until there is a free aliyah for him.
This is done to ensure that the Yisrael is not embarrassed.
Some time after the Alter of Slobodka, zi”l, moved to
Yerushalayim, he fell very ill. He had to be confined to bed and all of
his needs were provided for him by his devoted students. On one oc-

casion, he needed to be given a spoonful of water to help him wash
down his medicine. One of the talmidim attending him brought him a
spoon filled from a bottle of clear liquid on the kitchen table. Although
he thought it was water, it was actually rubbing alcohol left there by
mistake.

When the Alter took this spoon of “water” into his mouth, he near-
ly choked. As he was gagging in great pain, he noticed that the stu-
dent responsible for the blunder was slinking out the door, obviously
deeply embarrassed to have been the cause of the great rav’s distress.

The moment the Alter could speak, despite the fact that he was still
unwell as a result of the alcohol, he requested that this student be
brought before him. As it turned out, the student only came the next
day when the Alter was completely recovered from the experience. As
the student entered the room in a downcast manner, the Alter received
him with a glowing countenance and said, “Don’t feel bad about yes-
terday. You actually caused me great happiness. Although at first | was
very afraid, when | realized that there would be no adverse effects |
was filled with joy and gratitude. The error brought me a gain—a feel-
ing of elation and relief—and so it was not a loss at alll”

With these comforting words, the student’s shame dissolved com-
pletely and he again felt at ease in his rebbi’s presence.
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