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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 109 Seif 1:

If one enters the Bais HaKnesses and finds the zibbur davening, if one
will able to start and finish before the #zibbur reaches kedusha or kad-
dish he should daven. The same halacha of kaddish and kedusha ap-
plies to answering yx fo wytpn 9-xn or nvan ymw. If he will not finish he
should not daven unless the time for davening will pass. If one entered
aofter kedusha and he can start and finish before the fzibbur reaches
modim he should daven but if not he should not daven. Similarly, if he
will reach modim or one of the other berachos that involve bowing
when the shaliach tzibbur reaches modim he may daven. If one must
start davening so that he could juxtapose N to nvan and he finds
himself in the middle of one of the berachos at the time the shaliach
tzibbur reaches modim he should bow with him but if he is at the be-
ginning or end of a beracha he should not bow since we do not bow at
the beginning or end of a beracha other than for max and nx1n.

% If one would prefer to daven outside of the Bais HaKnesses so
that he should not have to wait he may do so. (M.B. 1)

s The seifrefers to mincha but the same halacha applies to sha-
charis. Therefore, if one is reading shema and its berachos
when the tzibbur reaches shemone esrei and he will be able to
finish until 9% >p5-N before the tzibbur reaches kedusha he
should daven but if not he should wait at nwn nw. (M.B. 2)

% N27 PY R PR is more important than kedusha so if they are
ever in conflict one should give precedence to X117 MNPV .
Kedusha is more important than o7 so if they are ever in
conflict one should give precedence to kedusha. 811 W x> N
is also more important than o> and tefila b'tzibbur. (M.B. 4)

% If one did not yet answer 1371 and if he begins shemone esrei he
will miss 172 he should wait at nwTn NPY to answer 1972 before
beginning shemone esrei. If he already heard kedusha or 1712
or knows that he will hear it later he does not have to wait but
for o1 he is required to wait so that he should not give the
appearance that he rejects what the tzibbur is doing. There is a
disagreement whether one is required to wait for kaddish even if
he already heard kaddish. (M.B. 5)

% It does not matter that one will not be able to answer o> 1wWith
the tzibbur as long as one bows with them. One should make
an attempt to recite nban ymw with the shaliach tzibbur. (M.B. 8)

s One bows so that he should not appear as though he rejects

what the tzibbur is doing, nevertheless, if it is not necessary for

one to begin immediately he may not start shemone esrei with

the intent to bow for modim in the middle. (M.B. 10)

One who arrives late to shu/
Shulchan Aruch Siman 109 Seif 1
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One who enters the Bais HaKnesses and discovers
the zibbur davening

Shulchan Aruch ('~ 'yo) teaches that one who walks into shAu/ and
finds that the fzibbur is already davening must calculate whether he
will be able to daven shemone esrei and still be able to answer ke-
dusha and kaddish or not. If he will be able to respond he may da-
ven but if he will not be able to respond he must wait to respond to
kaddish and kedusha before beginning shemone esre/i. Biur Hala-
cha (moIon 25 U2 N") raises the following question. If a person
davens slowly and even if he starts with the #z/bbur he will not finish
in time to answer kedusha, is he permitted to begin davening with
everyone else or is he obligated to wait to answer kedusha before he
starts shemone esrei?

Aruch HaShulchan ¢ 'yo) rules that one is not required to wait until
after answering kedusha to begin shemone esrel. His reasoning is
that it is illogical that he should regularly miss tefila btzibbur so that
he should be able to answer kedusha. Teshuvas Mishnah Halachos
(2 »o n"n) also ruled that he may start his shemone esrei together
with the fzibbur and explained that right now he has an obligation to
daven with the #zibbur. It does not seem logical that one should
push aside his immediate obligation to daven with the fzibbur for
kedusha whose obligation does not begin until later.

Sefer Piskei Teshuvos (‘N mN) takes note of the fact that despite the
position maintained by many Poskim, common custom seems to ac-
cept the fact that people begin their private shemone esre/ when the
tzibbur is already in the middle of the silent shemone esrei even
though they know that they will not complete their shemone esrei in
time to be able to answer kedusha. He records a justification for this
practice that indicates that as long as a person began davening with
the #zibbur but fell behind due to his better concentration he may
begin his shemone esrei immediately and is not required to wait to
be able to answer kedusha. Shulchan Aruch, on the other hand, re-
fers to someone who came to shu/ late and such a person must wait
to be able to answer kedusha before he begins his shemone esrei.
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A Different Pace
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One who davens at a slower pace than the minyan they are
davening in can sometimes have trouble. In a big city, one can often
find (or start) a minyan that davens slower, but what is one to do if
he lives in a place with only one minyan?
Some people deal with the problem of beginning shemoneh esrei
together with the minyan in this case by starting davening early. While,

since his shemoneh esrei is also slower, he may miss kedushah and
the like, at least he is able to daven with a minyan. One man arrived
early at minyan every day so as not to rush his davening. One morn-
ing he had an ones and arrived at shul as the minyan was close to
starting. He did his best to rush, but only got to shemoneh esrei way
after the community had already begun. He wondered whether he was
permitted fo begin davening. After all, as we find on today’s amud, the
Mishnah Berurah rules that one should not begin davening unless he is
certain that he can make kadish with the chazzan.

When this question reached Rav Yosef Shalom Eliyashiv, zt”l, he
ruled that the man was permitted to begin shemoneh esrei immedi-
ately. “The Mishnah Berurah is only discussing one who, if he begins
with the chazzan, will recite kaddish. A person who will not make
kaddish even if he starts with the chazzan is permitted to begin his
shemonah esrei after the community has begun theirs.”

"0 ,NY2an MH5N DIVNP




