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  ש"ע ס' ע"א, ז': "אסור לקרות קרואת שמע תוך ארבע אמות של מת או בבית הקברות" 

A certain man worked for the chevrah kadishah. Many interesting 
questions arose since he was often in the cemetery. One particularly 
vexing question would come up on stormy days or even days with mild 
rains. It is the norm for lightning to light up the skies and thunder to 
sound during a storm. This man wondered what he should do if he 
was within or very near the cemetery when the first flash of lightning or 
peal of thunder came. We find on today’s amud it is forbidden to do 
any mitzvah within four amos of a niftar or a grave. The most obvious 
solution is to quickly make sure he was four amos from any grave be-
fore the time it takes to say three or four words. Yet he knew that some 
authorities forbid doing a mitzvah not for the benefit of a niftar when 
one is surrounded by graves even if he is more than four amos away 
from a grave. 

When this question reached the author of Nitei Gavriel he ruled 

that it is permitted to say one of these blessings in a cemetery if he is 
four amos or more from a grave. “Although it is true that some author-
ities are stringent and forbid if one is surrounded by graves, this mitz-
vah is an exception. The Magen Avraham in Siman 44 and the Biur 
Halacha in siman 45 rule that, when it comes to a mitzvah that cannot 
be done after one leaves the cemetery, one should rely on the lenient 
authorities and fulfill it right away.” 
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Siman 72 Seif 1:Siman 72 Seif 1:Siman 72 Seif 1:Siman 72 Seif 1:    
Those who carry the coffin as well as their replacements and the re-Those who carry the coffin as well as their replacements and the re-Those who carry the coffin as well as their replacements and the re-Those who carry the coffin as well as their replacements and the re-
placements for the replacements, whether they are in front of the cas-placements for the replacements, whether they are in front of the cas-placements for the replacements, whether they are in front of the cas-placements for the replacements, whether they are in front of the cas-
ket or behind it, if they are needed to transport the casket they are ket or behind it, if they are needed to transport the casket they are ket or behind it, if they are needed to transport the casket they are ket or behind it, if they are needed to transport the casket they are 
exempt from exempt from exempt from exempt from shemashemashemashema. The others accompanying the casket who are . The others accompanying the casket who are . The others accompanying the casket who are . The others accompanying the casket who are 
not needed to transport the casket are obligated to read not needed to transport the casket are obligated to read not needed to transport the casket are obligated to read not needed to transport the casket are obligated to read shemashemashemashema....    
 Even though those accompanying the deceased are involved in a 

mitzvah, since shema could be read without disrupting that 
mitzvah they are obligated to do so but they are exempt from 
tefila. (M.B. 3) 
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A body should not be taken for burial close to the time of A body should not be taken for burial close to the time of A body should not be taken for burial close to the time of A body should not be taken for burial close to the time of krias shema krias shema krias shema krias shema 
if there will not be enough time to complete the burial before the time if there will not be enough time to complete the burial before the time if there will not be enough time to complete the burial before the time if there will not be enough time to complete the burial before the time 
for for for for shemashemashemashema. If they took out the body anyway they do not stop in order . If they took out the body anyway they do not stop in order . If they took out the body anyway they do not stop in order . If they took out the body anyway they do not stop in order 
to read to read to read to read shemashemashemashema....    
 If the time for shema already arrived they should delay until most 

people will have davened and those carrying the casket must have 
read shema and davened. (M.B. 4) 

 Later authorities decided that a body could be taken for burial 
before nightfall since there is a prohibition to not bury a corpse on 
the day it died. If, however, they did not start until it is night the 
process should be delayed until after the community davened. 
(M.B. 6) 

 Those who are not needed to carry the casket should read shema 
immediately even though there is still plenty of time. (M.B. 8) 
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While the people are involved in eulogizing the deceased: if the de-While the people are involved in eulogizing the deceased: if the de-While the people are involved in eulogizing the deceased: if the de-While the people are involved in eulogizing the deceased: if the de-
ceased is present people should slip away one at a time to read ceased is present people should slip away one at a time to read ceased is present people should slip away one at a time to read ceased is present people should slip away one at a time to read she-she-she-she-
mamamama    and and and and davendavendavendaven. If the deceased is not present they should read . If the deceased is not present they should read . If the deceased is not present they should read . If the deceased is not present they should read shemashemashemashema    
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 They must slip away since it is not allowed to read shema in the 

presence of the deceased. (M.B. 9) 
 Many Poskim disagree and are lenient with regards to shemone 

esrei in the presence of the deceased since tefila is only a Rabbinic 
obligation. (M.B. 10) 
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After the burial and the mourners have returned to receive consola-After the burial and the mourners have returned to receive consola-After the burial and the mourners have returned to receive consola-After the burial and the mourners have returned to receive consola-
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 They should read what they can in the time available. (M.B. 12) 
 If the time for shema will pass they should read shema first since they 

have not yet begun the mitzvah of offering consolation. (M.B. 13) 
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Regarding those standing in the row to offer consolation those on the Regarding those standing in the row to offer consolation those on the Regarding those standing in the row to offer consolation those on the Regarding those standing in the row to offer consolation those on the 
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Shulchan Aruch Siman 72 Seif 2 

 אין מוציאין את המת סמוך לקריאת שמע וכו'

We do not take out a body for burial close to the time of shema etc.We do not take out a body for burial close to the time of shema etc.We do not take out a body for burial close to the time of shema etc.We do not take out a body for burial close to the time of shema etc.    
 

Shulchan Aruch  writes that a body should not be taken out for (סע' ב') 
burial close to the time of krias shema if there is not enough time to 
complete the burial before the time for krias shema arrives. Talmidei 
Rabbeinu Yonah  writes that it would seem that (ברכות י"א: בדפי הרי"ף) 
the same halacha will apply for krias shema at night. Meaning, a 
body should not be taken for burial near the time of krias shema at 
night unless one could complete the burial before the time for krias 
shema arrives. He then mentions that perhaps at night the halacha 
will be more lenient since one has until amud hashachar to read she-
ma. Since Shulchan Aruch does not distinguish between krias shema 
in the morning or night it seems that halacha follows Talmidei 
Rabbeinu Yonah’s initial position that the same halacha applies at 
night (ע' מ"ב סק"ו). 
 

Magen Avrohom  follows the second position cited by Talmidei (סק"ב) 
Rabbeinu Yonah that the halacha is more lenient concerning  
krias shema at night and the body may be taken out for burial even 
though one will not complete the burial before the time for shema 
arrives. The reason is that if the burial is not completed that day they 
will violate the prohibition of leaving a body unburied (בל תלין). 
Rav Akiva Eiger ('הגהותיו לסע' ב) notes that Magen Avrohom’s 
explanation implies that the prohibition of leaving a corpse unburied 
applies as soon as the night comes and the body is not yet buried. 
However, Radvaz maintains that the prohibition is not violated unless 
the body is left unburied for the entire night. Sefer Halacha Berurah 

 suggests that Magen Avrohom only meant that one (בבירור הלכה אות א')
violates the prohibition of leaving a body unburied if it was possible to 
bury the body during the day. If the death occurred late enough in the 
afternoon or at night, Magen Avrohom would agree that the prohibi-
tion is not violated until the entire night passes and the body is still 
unburied. Accordingly, one should daven first and then bury the body 
 .(ע' מ"ב סק"ו)
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