I H E : .
Mon, Jan 19, 2026 B x“own ,vav ‘N

™

DA DY R

Digest

rura

QO

BERU .
‘O-N PYO N D

Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 47 Seif 5:

Birkas HaTorah is comprised of the berachos: M ymsna nwTp Jun
790 2927 5y, 191 N 29w, and 12 N3 JUN.

o,

¢ The custom in our countries is fo say NN »a7a poyd. Converts may
also say 12 9n21wN. (M.B. 8)

Some add the phrase nxsNy sxsN but it is unnecessary. (M.B. 9)

A parent should daven that their children should be 7orah scholars,
pious and men of good deeds. The time to think about this is while
reciting N37 NanK, the phrase NSNS WX AN in Birkas HaTorah
and when saying 15125 793 X9 219 y»3 XY WwnY in jrxY 8. (M.B. 10)

Siman 47 Seif 6:
The phrase ) 29y should include the ”.” Some say that the phrase

should not have a "7 and this is the common custom but it is
preferred to include the .»

o,
°n

o,
°n

+ The custom, nowadays, is to say N> 29ym with the ".» There is a
disagreement whether one should answer yx to the beracha of
77 »a72 poyy and a majority of authorities agree that it should not
be said. Preferably the beracha should be said silently to avoid this
guestion. (M.B. 12)

Siman 47 Seif 7:

Birkas o9y mnx discharges one’s obligation of Birkas HaTorah if he
studied Toroh immediately ofter davening without interrupting be-
tween davening and learning.

¢+ Shulchan Aruch’s wording indicates that 09w nanx discharges one’s
obligation for Birkas HaTorah even if he did not have in mind to
discharge his obligation. (M.B. 14)

¢ Even studying a little bit is sufficient. (M.B. 16)

Siman 47 Seif 8:

It is uncertain whether reading ynv after o%y nanx  without
interrupting in between is sufficient, therefore, one should be careful
to recite Birkas HaTorah before the beracha of oy nanx.

o,

% Vilna Gaon and others asserts that ynw is not considered learning.
(M.B. 17)

Siman 47 Seif 9:

Some maintain that there is no issue to interrupt between Birkas Ha-
Torah and learning. It is preferred not to interrupt and the custom is
to read the parsha of ©2n3 nva after Birkas HaTorah.

* There is a disagreement whether it is necessary for one to study
Torah immediately after reciting Birkas HaTorah. In the event that
one did not learn immediately after the beracha one should have in
mind while reciting 137 nanx that he intends to discharge his
obligation to recite Birkas HaTorah and then learn immediately after
davening. (M.B. 19)

% The custom is to also learn the Mishnah and Beraisa that begin with
the words ©M271 ¥« in order to have studied Tanach, Mishnah and
Gemara. (M.B. 20)

Is Birkas HaTorah recited standing or sitting?

Mishnah Berurah Siman 47 Seif 5
792 NINN Ho9a

The berachos recited for Torah study are:

Bais Yosef ('n »o w»m) states that Birchos HaMitzvos should be recited
while standing. Pri Megadim (2 mx »7po 17awn 3757 »o) asserts that this
rule applies to those mifzvos that are fulfilled while standing. However,
the beracha associated with those mitzvos that are fulfilled even when a
person is sitting may also be recited while sitting. Therefore, since one
studies Torah while sitting, it would seem to be acceptable for one to
recite Birkas HaToroh while sitting. Teshuvas Rama MiPano (arp »o)
writes explicitly that Birkas HaTorah may be recited while sitting. Since
the Torah writes 7”11 nawa— as you sit in your house — it is obvious
that one may study Toroh while sitting and the beracha will have the
same status as the mifzvah associated with it. Sefer Chaye Moshe notes
that certainly according to those who maintain that Birkas HaTorah is
not a beracha on the mitzvah but rather a beracha of praise to Hashem
there would be no issue to recite the beracha while sitting.

Aruch HaShulchan (1 'yo) as well as Teshuvas Yechaveh Da’as (v »o )
write that one could recite Birkas HaTorah sitting or standing. Teshuvas
Shevet HaKehasi (o »o n7n) relates that there were those who were
particular to sit for the recitation of Birkas HaTorah. This practice was
based on Shulchan Aruch’s statement (v 'wvo yap »o 1y that one
maintains better concentration while sitting than while standing. Shevet
HaKehasi also cites Bach who writes that anytime one benefits from the
mitzvah, the beracha may be recited while sitting. Since one benefits
from Torah study one may sit while reciting the beracha. Teshuvas Tzitz
Eliezer (a »o yron) references the statement of Erech Shai in the name of
Zohar that any mitzvah that is fulfilled by men the beracha on that mitz-
vah should be recited while standing. Accordingly, writes Tzitz Eliezer,
Birkas HaTorah should also be recited while standing.

Stories to Share

A Novel Approach
1. T N2 TIOD WP NNPA M0 N PANDNT WY /NI 10 YW
A certain person had almost completed Ahava Rabbah before he
realized that he had forgotten to say birkas haTorah. He usually was very

careful to say them with great feeling since it is a blessing with the status
of a Torah obligation. He did not wish to execute his obligation with
Ahavah Rabbah since he would then lose the ability to say birkas haTorah
that day. In addition, he wasn't even certain that focusing on fulfilling his
obligation for birkas haTorah would help, since he already passed the
section of Ahavah Rabbah that discusses the Torah and he certainly
couldn’t repeat Ahavah Rabbah with the intention of fulfilling his obliga-
tion of birkas haTorah! He could just finish the blessing, but then he
would be saying Shema without having recited birkas haTorah. He re-
membered that the Mishnah Berurah on today’s amud rules that saying
Shema during the zeman is not clearly considered learning and decided
to say Shema without birkas haTorah.

Afterward, he brought the matter to Rav Chaim Kanievsky, zt”l, in
order to clarify what would have been the best course of action in that
situation. Rav Kanievsky responded, “Although you were not permitted to
say Shema without birkas haTorah, you could have discharged your obli-
gation even by focusing on doing so before saying the end of Ahavah
Rabbah. It did not have to be part of your intention when you were
speaking of the Torah in that blessing.”

VP 'Y 27 NORY

When this question reached Rav Yosef Shalom Eliyashiv, zt”l, he
offered a surprising solution. “It is permitted to focus on discharging
one’s obligation with Ahavah Rabbah for Shema alone. He could have
done so and then said birkas haTorah after davening to discharge his

obligation for the rest of the day.”
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