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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 33 Seif 5:

If the refzuah becomes torn there are authorities who main-
tain that the pieces may be sewn together from the inside.
According to others the part that surrounds the head and the
part that goes around one’s arm including the length neces-
sary to reach and wrap around the middle finger may not be
repaired by either tying or sewing the severed pieces togeth-
er. The remaining length which is wrapped around one's
forearm and hangs down from the she/ rosh does not be-
come invalidated if it is sewn or tied together. In pressing cir-
cumstances one may rely upon the lenient opinion in order
not to lose the fulfillment of the mitzvah.

% The first opinion allows repairing the refzuos even for the
part that goes around one’s head and what is essential
for the arm. (M.B. 25)

% According to this first opinion refzuos may only be
repaired by sewing together the two pieces and one must
use sinew rather than thread. (M.B. 26)

< Mishnah Berurah records many different opinions about

when one’s refzuos could be repaired and when it is

permitted to recite the beracha on repaired fefillin. He
concludes by emphasizing that one should only relying
on the lenient opinions if one is not able to obtain refzvos

that are intact. (M.B. 29)

Stories to Share

The Preciousness of the Retzuos
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Many people tend to make light of the halachos of the
straps of tefillin, reasoning that the main element is the parshi-
os. Yet as we see on today’s amud, the retzuos are also essen-
tial. The best parshios in the world, inserted into the finest ba-
tim, are invalid if the straps are less than the minimum shiur.

Once a certain young man came to Rav Aharon of Belz
with a fairly common question, “After davening, | wrapped my
tefillin and placed them in their bag, | slipped and the bag fell
on the ground...”Before he even had a chance to finish his
guestion, the rav began to groan, “Oy! Oy!”

“But what is the tragedy? The tefillin had two coverings
when they felll”

The rav saw that this young man was unaware of the proper
respect due the retzuos. “Yes, regarding the tefillin, it is not so
bad since they were wrapped twice, but the retzuos were not!”

Rav Aharon of Belz told him that, as a tikkun for what had
happened, he should donate the amount of money that he
spent on an average day for food to tzedakah. “In this man-
ner, the tzedakah will be considered as if you had fasted and it

Repairing a ripped refzuah

Shulchan Aruch Siman 33 Seif 5
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If one’s refzuah rips etc.

The Gemara Menachos (35b) teaches that if one’s refzuah
rips it may not be repaired by tying the two ends together.
Regarding the question of whether the two ends may be sewn
back together, the Gemara declares that one should go and
see how the people behave about this matter. Rashi writes
that if one observes how people behave about this matter
one will see that they are stringent. Tosafos, on the other
hand asserts that the intent of the Gemara was to be lenient.
After first quoting the lenient position and then the more strin-
gent position, Shulchan Aruch rules that when one is in a dif-
ficult circumstance he may follow the lenient opinion in order
to not forgo the mitzvah of tefillin altogether.

Taz (3po) writes that when relying upon the lenient position one
should not recite the beracha on such fefillin. Machatzis
HaShekel (npo) asserts that Taz disagrees with Shulchan Aruch
about this matter. Shvus Yaakov (N »D NN apy mav nmv)
disagrees and cites many examples of similar circumstances
which indicate that Shulchan Aruch agrees that the beracha
should not be recited. Pri Megadim (”po v1) recommends
borrowing a friend’s fefillin and having in mind the fefillin with
questionable refuzos while reciting the beracha on the bor-
rowed pair and then wearing the questionable fefillin for the
remainder of davening.

Sefer Halacha Berurah (0> mx na5n my3) rules that if the part
of the refzua that goes around the head or the minimal
length needed for the arm rips one should adopt a stringent
approach and the beracha should not be recited. If, however,
the part of the refzua that rips is not essential to the fulfillment
of the mitzvah one may adopt a lenient approach and one
may even recite the beracha after the retzuah is repaired.

will atone for this inadvertent disrespect.”
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Many are unaware of the deep meaning of the
retzuos. Rav Moshe Aryeh Freund, the former Ra’avad of
Yerushalayim, once explained this in the name of his father,
Rav Yisrael. “The custom is to count the straps wrapped on
one’s arm before wrapping the hand. While we check to make
sure that there are seven wraps we focus on the significance of
these windings and tefillin in general. We remember the verse,
PPN DI DN DIPYN Ma DPatn onN.e This verse that
describes the bond that we have with Hashem has seven
words which should be focused on while counting the wrap-

pings.”
7PN Y N TV ION




