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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 33 Seif 3:

The leather of the refzuos must come from the hide of a ko-
sher animal and the hide must be treated for the sake of the
mitzvah. Refzuos may be made from hide or parchment.
Halacha L'Moshe M’Sinai teaches that the refzuos must be
black on the outside. The inside surface may be any color
except red since someone may think that the red came from
bloody sores.

% The term 718 as used in this se/f means that it is
essential. (M.B. 17)

< The blackening of the refzuos must be done for the sake
of the mitzvah. (M.B. 18)

< If the refzuos were not treated for the sake of the
mitzvah, coloring them black for the sake of the mitzvah
will not help. (M.B. 18)

< Baruch She’amar writes that the refzuos should be
blackened like a raven. (M.B. 19)

< If the color fades they must be darkened black again
and one should pay special attention to spots where the
refzuos have a tendency to become worn. (M.B. 19)

< Although Rambam rules that the inside of the refzuvos

must be colored black, we do not subscribe to that

position. (M.B. 21)

Stories to Share

Beautifying the Tefillin
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A certain man needed new straps for his tefillin and won-
dered what he should do. As the Mishnah Berurah brings on
today’s amud, the Rambam holds that one should also black-
en the inside of the retzuos, and a certain establishment was
selling straps which were blackened on both sides. He won-
dered whether he should be stringent and purchase the dually
blackened straps or not. After all, what could he lose?

But he was hesitant to just do as he felt, since perhaps
there was a problem with blackening the inside of the straps,
so he consulted with a halachic authority on the matter. When
his question reached Rav Moshe Sternbuch, shlit’a, he ruled
that there was indeed a reason not to be stringent. “The Arizal
also rules that the inside of the tefillin straps should be black-
ened. | myself saw the tefillin of the Maharil Diskin, and their
retzuos were clearly blackened on both sides.

“But when | discussed this matter with the Brisker Rav, he
explained that there was a potentially serious problem with
blackening the inside of the retzuos. Since according to most
poskim such blackening was not required, it is plausible that
the dried ink constitutes a hefsek between the tefillin straps

Coloring the refzuos black
Shulchan Aruch Siman 33 Seif 3
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Halacha L ‘Moshe M’Sinaiis that the refzuos should be colored
black on the outside

Shulchan Aruch relates that Halacha L[‘Moshe M Sinai
teaches that the refzuos must be black on the outside but may
be any color other than red on the inside. Biur Halacha
(0 pro ama y'y awsan 1) references Baruch She’amar
who writes that one should paint the refzuos black. When they
dry they should be painted a second time and after drying
even a third time until they are black as a raven. Biur Hala-
cha, however, writes that in his opinion this procedure is only
l’chatchila and all that is necessary is that the refzuos should
be called black. Consequently, even if the refzuos appear blue
or brown they are valid (1 mx mawn spos 7y).

Sefer Keses HaSofer (2 'yo »75 ») writes that one should color
even the edges of the refzuos that are visible and that this may
even be required by Halacha L'’Moshe M'Sinai. Pri Megadim,
however, seems to disagree with this position and Teshuvas
Shevet Halevi (3»v »o v7n) writes that since Shulchan Aruch
and commentators did not mention this practice even as a
stringency it must for a reason although unknown to us. Con-
sequently, one need not be concerned with complying with
this stringency.

Mishnah Berurah (v p70) mentions that one must pay special
attention to the part of the refzuos near the knots since the
refzua in that area has a tendency to become worn and could
easily lose its color. This concern indicates that the principle
rubo k’kulo — the majority is similar to the full amount — does
not apply and one must be sure that his refzuos are complete-
ly black. This is the position expressed by Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach in contrast to the position held by Rav Yosef Chaim
Sonenfeld who wrote that 6’djeved one could rely on the prin-
ciple of rubo k’kulo (14 'yn W T N7 2710 'y). Rav Auerbach
does, however, maintain a lenient perspective on the follow-
ing occurrence (N MX 1390 92T 779 NYon NnSw Mvon). If the
overall appearance of the refzua is black but there are a cou-
ple of spots that have lost their color the refzuos are valid but
nevertheless one should darken those spots.

and one’s arm. Since even according to the Rambam one is
not obligated to blacken the straps and doing so is merely a
way to beautify the tefillin, the Brisker Rav only blackened one
side of his tefillin. Another reason why it is not necessary to be
stringent like the Rambam is since, for our tefillin, blackening
the inside is not means of beautifying that can be easily seen.
It is therefore preferable to follow the usual custom and black-
en only the outside.”




