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Overview

Halacha Highlight

Siman 27 Seif 11:

The black side of the refzuos must face outwards. This applies to
the shel yad and shel rosh. The refzuos of the shel rosh should
hang in front and should reach at least one’s navel or a little
above. The width of the refzua is the length of a barley kernel. If
the refzua is too short or too narrow one should nevertheless
wear them until he can obtain valid refzuos. The shel rosh
should be visible but it is disrespectful for a student to allow his
shel rosh to be visible to his rebbi. There is no preference wheth-
er the shel yod is visible or covered. It appears to me that nowa-
days since we wear fefillin only during davening a student may
uncover his shel rosh before his rebbi and that is the custom.
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% The only concern is that the refzua around one’s head or the
first time around the arm does not turn over but there is no
concern regarding the part of the retzua that wraps around
the rest of the arm or hangs down. Nevertheless, the mitzvah
is beautified if the black side faces outwards. (M.B. 38)

% All agree that the refzua on the right side of one’s head
should be longer than the left but there is a dispute
concerning the correct lengths. (M.B. 41)

% According to some it is sufficient if the refzua is as wide as
the length of a wheat kernel and if absolutely necessary one
could rely on that opinion. Regarding the minimal width of
the retzua one must be particularly mindful in those places
that the refzua is bent. (M.B. 42)

% If the retzua of the shel yad is shorter than the minimum one
should put it on without a beracha and if the refzua of the
shel rosh does not extend at least two fefachim one should
not recite the beracha. Similarly, if the refzua is not at least
the width of the length of a wheat kernel the beracha should
not be recited. (M.B. 44)

% Itis best for the shel/ yadto be covered. (M.B. 47)
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Fasting if one’s refzua turns over
Shulchan Aruch Siman 27 Seif 11
19971 KDY YIN T8 NINIAY MHYN NINPY I
The black part of the refzua should face outwards and one
should be cautious that it does not turn over

The Gemara Moed Katan (25a) relates that R” Huna's refzuos
turned over and he fasted forty times because of it. Rosh
(2 »o PYan mavn) cites two comments from the Gaonim. In the
first comment it is explained that R" Huna, who fasted because
his refzuos turned over, was motivated by his piety but it is not
obligatory for one to fast because his refuza turns over. In the
second comment it is related that one who turns over his refzua,
whether from the she/ rosh or from the shel yod, is considered
negligent and must fast. Ma’adnei Yom Tov ('8 MmN 9730 wrnan y)
explains that the two statements are not contradictory. The first
statement refers to a circumstance in which the refzua turned
over by accident and the second statement refers to where the
person intentionally turned his refzua over so that the black side
would face his body. That is why in the second comment he is
called negligent and thus obligated to fast.

Mishnah Berurah (n7Y p7o) mentions that it is an act of piety for
one to fast or at least redeem the fast with money. Furthermore,
the concern applies only for the part of the retzua that goes
around a person’s head and the first time around one’s arm.
One is not technically obligated to assure that the rest of the
retzua that is wrapped around one’s arm and what hangs from
the shel rosh does not turn over since it is not an essential part of
the mitzvah; nevertheless, it is considered a beautification of the
mitzvah if the black part of the refzuo faces outwards even for
these parts of the refzua. Piskei Teshuvos (5 mN) writes that
nowadays the custom is not to fast since fasting leads to bitu/
Torah and anger and one should redeem the fast.

Extra Stringency
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A certain man noticed that in more recent times people
have been coloring both sides of the straps of their tefillin
black. Although there have always been some people who did
so, as the Rambam rules in Yad Hachazakah, most are not
careful in this regard. After all, the Beis Yosef himself writes
that he has never seen anyone do this practically. (5 o pra)
Although some kabbalists are careful, as we find in the Kof Ha-
chaim, he was surprised to see such a huge increase in people
following this practice in recent generations.
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The man considered what he should do. Of course he was
willing to change over to coloring both sides if that was daas
Torah. Barring that, though, why should he change his prac-
tice? He decided to put the matter to a test to determine wheth-

er it was truly worthwhile to switch.

He asked Rav Elyashiv, zt"l, if he should be careful in this
regard. After all, Rav Elyashiv himself ass not particular about
this point when it comes to his own tefillin. Rav Elyashiv replied
that he need not take this on. “When they were changing my
own straps because of wear, they offered to color both sides
but | refused to be stringent in this regard.”

When another person asked Rav Elyashiv whether he
should color the points of the straps as the Keses Hasofer rec-
ommends, he also replied that this was unnecessary. “I do not
see any particular reason to color the points.”
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When another person inquired about straps which are
longer than required that were not blackened at the bottom,
Rav Elyashiv replied that they were kosher b’dieved. “This is not
a problem b’dieved since the parts of the straps that are longer

than the shiur is considered as if they do not exist.”
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