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Overview

Halacha Highlights

Siman 11 Seif 3:

If the fzitzis unravel and one is left with sixteen strings, the #zitzis
are valid as long the length necessary to tie a bow remains in-
tact. (L'chatchila, it is best to tie the bottom of the #zitz/s strings.)
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% If even two strings unraveled leaving less than the length to
tie a bow the #zitzis are invalid unless he was careful to keep
the strings separated as they were tied as described in Siman
12. (M.B. 16)

% According to others it is better to not tie the bottom of each

fzitzis string. (M.B. 18)

Siman 11 Seif 4:

The fzitzis strings may not be any less than four godlim and ac-
cording to others it should be twelve god/im and that is our cus-
tom. There is no upper limit concerning the length of the #zitzis.
(If the strings are too long one is permitted to shorten them.) One
of the strings should be longer than the rest so that it could be
used to wrap around the other strings to make the twisted cord.
(The necessary length of the strings refers to after the strings are
tied together, besides what rests on the material of the garment.)

% R”"I would use long strings so that if it ripped it would still
retain the necessary length. (M.B. 21)

% If one of the strings is not long enough for all the wrappings
one could use different strings to complete the requisite
number of wrappings. (M.B. 22)

% The required length of the strings is measured after all the

knots and wrappings are completed. (M.B. 22)

Siman 11 Seif 5:

Tzitzis may not be made from wool taken from thorns or hairs
pulled from the animal or leftover strings taken from a complet-
ed garment and the reason is that using these strings disgrace
the mitzvah.

% According to Sefer HaMaor any wool that could not be used
to make a garment may not be used for the fzitzis. (M.B. 26)

Tying the end of each #zitzis string

Rema Siman 11 Seif 3
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It is preferable to tie the strands at the bottom

Shulchan Aruch rules that even if one’s fzitzis unravel they re-
main valid as long as part of the #zitzis the length necessary to
make a bow remains intact. Biur Halacha (qwy nww ywyn nv),
out of concern for the prohibition of ba/ fosif — adding to a
mitzvah, writes that one should orally declare that he is not in-
terested in what is now the extra string or he should cut it off
altogether. Chazon Ish 7v »yo » »o nmN), disagrees and
maintains that since one has valid fz/fzis without this extra string
there is no need to orally nullify the extra string.

In order to avoid potential problems that arise from one's tzitzis
unraveling, Rema advises that one tie the end of each string so
that it should not unravel. Be’er Heitev (pv) makes reference
to Magen Avrohom who opposes the practice of tying the end
of each string. His opposition is based on the concern that ty-
ing the end of each string will add more knots to one’s #zitzis
which is not allowed and certainly if the strings are twisted well,
so that there is no concern that they will unravel one should not
tie the ends of the strings. Mishnah Berurah (n» p»o) also cites
this opinion.

Some Poskim (85 'yn 7" MX MWD XPOM /9 MIN NI NN TN 790)
advise that rather than tie the ends the #zitzis strings it is prefer-
able to put glue on the ends of the strings to prevent them from
unraveling. Rav Shmuel Halevi ¢n »o »'n 97nav nmv), however,
opposes the practice. He writes that it is not necessary to create
new ploys that were not practiced by earlier generations. Since
the Poskim allow one to tie the ends of the strings if they will
unravel it is unnecessary to put glue on the end of the #zitzis
strings.

Stories to Share

Adding Knots
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The Ramah writes that it is preferable that one should make

a knot on the bottom of each tzitzis string to ensure that they do

not unravel. The Magen Avraham points out a problem with

this. “I heard that one should not knot the bottom of the strings
since this is like adding to the knofs...”

The Arizal would knot the bottom of his tzitzis strings and so

did Rav Chaim Vital. They were not worried about the possible

claim that doing so added to the knots of the tzitzis and encour-

aged others to knot their tzitzis as well.(v» pro ,xm 0 ,0»NN 99)

When someone asked the Baal Shem Tov, ztl, about this prac-

tice he explained that the Arizal and the poskim who permitted

it did not disagree with the Magen Avraham’s concern in princi-
pal. “The reason why the Arizal was not worried about adding
to the knots was because the only problem is if one makes these
knots immediately on the same day that the tzitzis were tied. But
if he knots the bottom of the tzitzis strings on a different day,
this is no problem at all. First the garment had the right number
of knots which helps to add up to six hundred and thirteen.
What he does later to the bottom of the strings is of no conse-

quence.”
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A certain young man once asked Rav Horowitz if he could
tighten his tzitzis on Shabbos. “Leave them alone, they are ex-
actly right just as they are,” he replied.

“This is clear from the Rema in Siman 317. Any knot wheth-
er it is on the bottom of the strings or towards the top is forbid-
den to tighten or tie on tzitzis since these are meant to be per-
manent.




